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The Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse on the 
Concept of God in Children Ages Six Through Twelve 
Laura Anne Roberts 
George Fox College 
Newberg, Oregon 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study was twofold. The first 
goal was to explore the relationship between the 
variables of age, sexual abuse, and the identity of the 
sexual off ender upon the concept of God in children 
ages six through twelve. The second was to add to the 
literature regarding the assessment of the concept of 
God in children with an objective semantic differential 
scale instrument. 
The sample consisted of 53 children from day care, 
church, and outpatient therapy settings. Nonabused 
children were divided on the basis of age (six through 
eight and nine through twelve). Sexually abused 
children were divided on the basis of age and identity 
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of offender (father figure, nonfather family member, 
and nonfamily acquaintance). Materials used included a 
semantic differential scale which consisted of twelve 
items measuring perceptions of God on a seven point 
scale. 
Data analysis using analysis of variance and the 
computation of a coeff ieient alpha indicated that the 
instrument used displayed an acceptable level of 
internal reliability but that the groups of children 
separated by age, sexual abuse, and identity of 
offender did not differ significantly from each other, 
aside from one statistically significant interaction 
between a g e and identity of of fender on one item 
(dull/sharp ). Possible reasons for the lack of 
differentiation were discussed including cognitive 
developmental stages, limitations of the instrument, 
demand characteristics, and limitations of the sample. 
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
The developmental stage of childhood is a time of 
existence filled with questions, discoveries , and 
changes in all realms of a child's life. A child is in 
the process of developing emotionally, social ly, 
physically, and psychologically. Development also is 
involved in the religious or spiritual domain of the 
child and one of the most important factors to take form 
at this time is the child's concept of God. 
The representation of God, a theme which is crucial 
to Judea-Christian belief systems, is one of the 
foundations of religious experiences that has had 
significant effects upon humans throughout the whole of 
history. A relationship with God can be intimately 
involved with how people view their personal existence 
and value, their interactions with fellow human beings, 
the tapestry of their emotional life, and the~ir choices 
of expressed behaviors (Heinrichs, 1982; Randour & 
Bondanza, 1987). The basis of these factors is often 
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laid in childhood as the child comes to learn of the 
existence of God and how this Supreme Being is related 
to humanity. 
Due to the notable role that the concept of God can 
play in almost all aspects of the lives of people 
throughout the life span, it seems reasonable that 
research regarding this development should be of 
importance as well. It is this assumption which 
motivated this current research concerning the 
development of the child's concept of God. 
Statement of the Problem 
Prior research regarding the development of the 
concept of God in children has added valuable 
information to the literature concerning the effects of 
chronological age, gender, religious trainingr, and some 
personality variables upon this concept (Chartier & 
Goehner, 1976; Ludwig, Weber, & Iben, 1974; Savin-
Williams, 1977). Much of this data must be considered 
as tentative, due to the fact that the measuring 
instruments used are often projective and experiential 
and do not lend themselves to statistical tests of 
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reliability and validity; however, it has provided the 
first steps towards the accumulation of findings. 
Based upon a literature review, one factor which 
has rarely been thoroughly researched in regards to its 
effect upon a child's concept of God is an often times 
traumatic experience that many children have undergone 
in today's society. This is the experience of sexual 
abuse. It was the purpose of this study to explore 
whether those children who had been sexually abused 
differed from those who have not experienced abuse in 
their concept of God and, within those who had been 
abused, whether this concept was affected by their 
current age and the identity of the sexual offender who 
perpetrated the abuse. 
If the experience of sexual abuse does effect the 
development of the child's concept of God, then this may 
be an important finding for the fields of child 
psychotherapy and Christian education. Professionals 
who are in contact with these children should be aware 
that the sexually abused child's therapeutic issues may 
involve a spiritual domain and that the religious 
training of children may need to be adjusted for those 
children who have undergone this trauma. 
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A secondary purpose, though not the focus of this 
study, was to add to the literature data regarding 
techniques and instruments that have been used to 
measure the child's concept of God. As will be 
discussed in a following section of this paper, past 
research in this field is complicated by the fact that 
many different types of research orientations and 
instruments have been used, but unfortunately each has 
been used only a small number of times. 
In conclusion, the purpose of this research was to 
study the concept of God in children between the ages of 
six and twelve in a three-fold manner . First, the 
effect of current chronological age upon the concept of 
God was researched. Second, the effect of sexual abuse 
was investigated. Third, the effect of the identity of 
the sexual offender as a father family member, a 
nonfather family member, or a familiar acquaintance, 
upon the God concept was studied. 
Definition of Terms 
Due to the fact that the following terms will be 
used throughout this research project, it is important 
that the reader understand the intended meanings. 
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Concept 
"A category for a group of ideas, objects, or 
descriptions which allows the child to classify his data 
and elaborate, combine, and interpret it" (Ahrendt, 
1975, p. 16). 
Concept of God 
The ideas, perceptions, and descriptions which a 
person has regarding the essence and attributes of a 
Supreme Being (e.g., kind, powerful, distant). 
Sexual Abuse 
General definition: "Sexual abuse is defined as 
the involvement of dependent, developmentally immature 
children in sexual activities that they do not fully 
comprehend and therefore to which they are unable to 
give informed consent and/or which violate th•e taboos of 
society" (Krugman & Jones, 1988, p. 286). 
Specific definition: 
Child sexual abuse is defined as the occurrence of 
a sexually inappropriate act (s) involving a child 
which is committed by a person who is 5 
or more years older, or who, in initiating the 
sexual act, exploits the child in question. 
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Inappropriate acts include the following: acts of 
exposure; genital fondling-child's or adult's; 
penetration- oral, vaginal or anal; and rape. 
Exploitation refers to the balance of power between 
the child and the other person, at the t i me the 
sexual activity first occurred. Thus exploitation 
is considered to have occurred if the activity was 
unwanted when first begun, and involved a misuse of 
conventional age, authority, or gender 
differentials (Jones & McQuiston, 1988, p. 1). 
The Impact of Child Sexual Abuse 
Child sexual abuse can have a tragic effect upon 
all areas of a survivor's life. The literature offers 
numerous descriptions of the scars often caused by the 
sexual exploitation of a child by an older and more 
powerful figure (Finkelhor, 1984; James, 1989). Due to 
the fact that the purpose of this current research was 
to investigate the effect of sexual abuse upon the 
child's concept of God, many of these clinical 
descriptions will not be noted. Rather, a discussion of 
the common effects that are related to emotions and 
behaviors that are involved with the formation of 
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interpersonal relationships will be offered. These 
include anger, guilt, shame, powerlesness, loss, 
betrayal, eroticization, anxiety, fear, and attachment 
disturbances. It is thought that these effects will 
probably be those most closely involved with how one 
conceptualizes and relates to God. 
Anger 
One common emotion that is often experienced by 
child victims of sexual abuse is anger (Heitritter & 
Vought, 1989). Children may be angry in multiple ways: 
(a) at the abuser for causing pain, fear, and secrecy; 
(b) at their primary care-takers because they were not 
protected from the abuse, or not understood and believed 
when overtly or covertly disclosing the abuse:; and 
(c) at themselves for not trying to stop the abuse or 
possibly for enjoying some of the events involved with 
the abusive relationship. According to Finke:lhor and 
Browne (1986), the betrayal of having one's trust and 
vulnerability exploited as well as one's well-being 
having been disregarded, can lead to anger and 
hostility. 
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Guilt and Shame 
A second emotion frequently experienced by children 
who have been sexually abused is guilt. Children often 
feel responsible for the abuse since they may feel 
special in the eyes of the perpetrator durin9 the times 
preceding the abuse, that they had done something to 
cause the abuse, and that they were so unacce~ptable or 
evil that they deserved the abuse. This sense of blame 
may be 1 the basis of feelings of worthlessness, shame, 
being "dirty'', and different from everyone else 
(Heitritter & Vought, 1989; Johnson, 1989). 
Powerlessness 
A sense of powerlessness is often related to the 
experience of abuse due to the following facts: the 
child's body has been invaded against his/her wishes; 
the of fender may use force or trickery to involve the 
child; the vulnerability to invasion may continue for a 
long period of time; the child feels unable to protect 
one's self or to make others believe him/her; and the 
repeated experiences of terror that may accompany the 
abuse. This may lead to a lowered sense of efficacy, a 
need to control, and the perception of self as a victim 
(Finkelhor & Browne, 1986). 
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Loss and Betrayal 
According to James (1989), children who have 
experienced sexual abuse may feel loss and betrayal due 
to the violation of trust when they expected that they 
would be protected and supported, the exploitation at 
the hands of adults or other children, and the loss of 
significant parts of their world such as parents, 
friends, and community. This may lead to a numbing of 
emotions, denial, suppressed longing, rage, and a 
distrust of self and others. 
Eroticization 
Children may become eroticized after learning that 
they are of special value as sexual objects and are 
taught to behave in a manner that is provocative to 
those who sexually abuse them. They may become 
preoccupied with sexual issues, be confused about sexual 
identity and norms, sexualize affection, become sexually 
precocious, respond to neutral touch as a sexual 
approach, and sexually victimize themselves or others 
(James, 1989). 
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Anxiety and Fear 
Anxiety and fear has its roots in many of the 
characteristics of an abuse experience. The child 
vict i m may be fearful that he or she's been physically 
damaged by the abuse, that the abuse may be dliscovered 
by others and that the child will be blamed, that the 
offender may fulfill his or her threats of seriously 
harming the child or those that the child loves, and the 
fear of rejection by both the offender and non-off ending 
family members (Heitritter & Vought, 1989). According 
to Lusk and Waterman (1986), these fears and sense of 
anxiety may be manifested in relationships with the 
opposite sex, in somatic and behavioral symptoms (e.g., 
enuresis, tics, self-mutilation), in phobias and 
nightmares, and in anxiety over separation. 
Attachment Disorder 
Sexually abused children may believe that their 
trust and security needs will not be met in 
relationships and thusly may become nonresponsive to 
affectionate caring, rigid, rejecting of adults' 
attempts to soothe or to bond, and may sabotage 
potentially gratifying situations. This arises from 
unmet needs due to a caregiver being unable or unwilling 
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to form emotional attachments, multiple caregivers, or 
unpredictable caregiving (James, 1989). 
Mediators Which Contribute to 
Differential Impact of Abuse 
According to Lusk and Waterman (1986), there are 
various mediators that contribute to the differential 
impact that sexual abuse can have upon children. These 
varying factors include the emotional climate of the 
child's family prior to the abuse, the child's mental 
and emotional health prior to the abuse, the 
chronological age and relative maturity of the child, 
the nature o f the abusive incident, the amount of guilt 
experienced, the gender of the victim, and the parental 
response to the child's victimization. A final possible 
mediating factor noted by these authors, and that which 
has been chosen as an independent variable in this 
study, is the relationship between the offender and the 
child. 
The relationship between an off ender and a child 
can range from a one-time encounter with a stranger to 
repeated abuse by a close and trusted family member. It 
is thought that, in general, a closer relationship with 
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the off ender is related to a higher degree of trauma 
(Heitritter & Vought, 1989; Lusk & Waterman, 1986; 
Rodriguez, 1988). 
A review of the past four years of psychological 
literature suggests that adult females who were sexually 
abused as children in an incestuous manner displayed a 
significantly higher degree of maladjustment compared to 
those abused in an nonincestuous fashion (Greenwald & 
Leitenbeig, 1990; Parker & Parker, 1991; Roland, 
Zelhart, & Dubes, 1989; Wyatt & Newcomb, 1990). 
Children who were abused by a trusted family member were 
more likely to display emotional functioning differences 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder, behavioral 
disturbance, and borderline personality disordered 
traits than those abused by someone outside of the 
family (Basta & Peterson, 1990; Friedrich, Urquizza, & 
Beilke, 1986; McLeer, Deblinger, Atkins, & Foa, 1988; 
Westen, Ludolph, Hisle, & Ruffins, 1990). 
The experience of abuse by a known and trusted 
person can be expected to affect the child's ability to 
trust and to form relationships with others. The 
continual experience of broken promises (e.g., being 
told by an offender that no pain would be involved) and 
the communication that the child's needs are irrelevant 
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when compared to the offender's may leave a child so 
emotionally scarred that it is extremely difficult to 
trust in the future (Porter, Blick, & Sgroi, 1982). 
Sexual abuse has wide-ranging implications for 
multiple areas of a child's life. Research has 
suggested that this experience can affect a survivor's 
emotions, behaviors, thoughts, and interpersonal 
relationships. The focus of this study was to 
investigate whether the experience of sexual abuse has 
an effect upon the child's representation of God. As a 
background to the quest for an answer to this question, 
the following sections will describe the data which are 
encountered in the literature: (a) measuring a child's 
concept of God, (b) theories which have been proposed 
regarding the development of the God concept, (c) 
factors which have been found to be related to the 
representation of God in children and adolescents, as 
well as (d) the effect of sexual abuse on the concept of 
God. 
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The Measurement of Children's 
Concept of God 
One of the most obvious flaws in past research 
regarding the child's concept of God is the diverse 
means of measurement that have been used as the basis of 
theoretical development. A review of the literature 
will clearly suggest the absence of consistent and 
persistent research which would result in the 
accumulation of data that would develop an instrument's 
reliability and validity. As has been the case in the 
measurement of the adult's concept of God, the 
instruments that are discovered in the literature are 
often lacking in research development and hav1e been used 
only a few times (Fischer, 1989). 
Due to this state, a researcher is left with the 
option of developing yet another instrument (which may 
further the problem), or of choosing from the array of 
those techniques which have been used in the past as an 
attempt to discern which ones have promise for the 
future. The purpose of the following section is to 
provide an overview of those instruments and techniques 
which are described in the literature. These approaches 
to the measurement of the God concept include clinical 
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interviews, drawings, written protocols, the ~hild 
Concepts of God test, and semantic differential scales. 
This overview will then be followed by a description of 
the theories and results concerning the child's concept 
of God suggested by the use of these instruments. 
Clinical Interviews 
Nye and Carlson (1984), attempted to measure the 
concept of God in children through the use of a clinical 
interview. The following thirteen basic questions were 
asked in individual interviews: Where does God come 
from? What does God look like? Where does God live? 
Where did God get His name? Does God have a family? 
Does God get mad? Does God know who you are? Can God 
see and hear you? How old is God? Is God like a 
person? What are some things God cannot do? What are 
some things God can do? If you had to compare God to 
one person you know, who would it be? These questions 
were then used to initiate a dialogue between the 
researcher and the child subject. 
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Drawings 
A study of children's religious imaginations as 
expressed in drawings was conducted by Harms (1944) as 
an attempt to measure the contents of religious 
experience which fall outside of the sphere of 
consciousness which the child is limited to expressing 
on verbal measures. Harms asked thousands of children 
to try to imagine how God would look to them if they 
were to picture Hirn in their minds and to attempt to 
draw on paper what had come to their imagination. 
Written Protocols 
A third type of measurement instrument is the 
letters that children are asked to write to God. 
Ludwig, Weber, and Iben (1974 ), aske d children to write 
a letter to God just as they would to a relative or 
friend. No limitations were placed upon the children in 
terms of the content of this correspondence. The 
letters were then scored by dividing the information 
into units of independent clauses and scoring the entire 
letter according to the percentage of clauses of each 
subdivision within the following categories: 
(a) areas of concern (doctrinal, physical, ernotional-
psychological-spiritual); (b) social awareness (between 
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self and God, family, peers, and society); (c) self-time 
consciousness (immediate, future, and past); and (d) 
image of God (remote, father, friend). 
Savin-Williams (1977) used a similar approach to 
measure the adolescent's image of God. Rather than 
asking the subjects to compose a letter, this researcher 
requested that the adolescents write a paragraph on 
his/her personal image of Jesus Christ, specifying 
aspects 6f His personality, function in the world, and 
physical appearance. These writing exercises were then 
sorted into three categories: (a) spiritual 
descriptions of Christ as supernatural or more than 
human, (b) human descriptions of Jesus with no reference 
to His divinity and portraying Him as a good human 
being, and (c) doubting descriptions which denied or 
doubted His specialness or divinity and portrayed Him 
with negative characteristics. 
Child Concepts of God Test 
The Child Concepts of God test developed by 
Graebner (1960), which is also referred to as the Ideas 
About God test, has been used in research conducted by 
Ahrendt (1975). A slightly revised version oj: this 
instrument was used by Sohn (1985). This measuring 
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device is a series of line drawings which are 
accompanied by questions which are considered to evoke 
thoughts about God. These questions are open-ended and 
are designed to measure attributes of God such as 
holiness, eternality, mercy, justness, omnipotence, and 
as a keeper of promises. For example, thoughts 
concerning God's eternality are measured through the use 
of a picture portraying graves and tombstones with the 
accompanying question "Will God ever die? How do you 
know?" The response to these questions are then 
categoriz~d into five possible categories ranging from a 
recognition that God is a spirit to a denial that God 
could die because of information received from an 
authority source (e.g., a minister). 
Semantic Differential Scales 
Another type of measurement instrument which has 
been used in the research concerning children's concept 
of God is the semantic differential scale. The intent 
of this tool is to allow children an opportunity to 
describe their ideas of God regarding a characteristic 
on a Likert scale. An example of a semantic 
differential scale is that which was used by Benson and 
Spilka (1973), Spilka, Addison, and Rosensohn (1975), 
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and Chartier and Goehner, (1976). This scale was 
developed to measure loving and controlling God images 
through the following bipolar adjective pairs: 
rejecting-accepting, loving-hating, damning-saving, 
unforgiving-forgiving, approving-disapprovin9, 
demanding-not demanding, freeing-restricting, 
controlling-uncontrolling, strict-lenient, and 
permissive-rigid (Benson and Spilka, 1973). 
A se6ond semantic differential scale which was used 
by Tjart and Boersma (1978), was based upon the work of 
Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum (1957). This scale, which 
is described to a greater degree in the Instruments 
section of this paper, allows a subject to rate God on a 
seven point scale on twelve attribute pairs such as 
active-passive, large-small, and strong-weak. One of 
the possible benefits of the use of a semantic 
differential scale is that it allows a sensitive measure 
of differences among individuals or groups as well as 
providing a more objective means of categori2~ation and 
statistical analysis. This is congruent with the 
secondary purpose of this research study. 
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Theories Concerning the Child's 
Concept of God 
The Theory of Ernest Harms 
Harms (1944), after studying thousands of pictures 
drawn by children in public and private schools to 
symbolize their representation of God, suggested that 
religious expression proceeded through three different 
stages on the basis of the child's chronological age. 
The stage of expression of the preschool age (three to 
six years) was designated as the "Fairy-Tale" stage; the 
stage from seven to twelve years of age was described as 
the "Realistic" stage; and the period for adolescent 
years (ages thirteen to eighteen) was labelled as the 
"Individualistic" stage. 
Those pictures provided by children in the age 
group from three to six years were characterized by a 
high degree of uniformity. According to Harms (1944), 
with few exceptions all of the pictures (approximately 
800) shared the common characteristic of expressing 
their version of the deity as a fairy-tale conception. 
Children of this age often characterize their mental 
life through the use of fantasy, however, their 
portrayals of God also included a sense of awe as it 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
21 
related to a high and exalted Being . Harms (1944) used 
this finding to conclude that children appeared to have 
a leaning toward a God experience from the t i me that 
their consciousness awakens and that religious 
experience is deeply seated in the child's nature . 
As the child matured into the ages from seven to 
twelve, his/her pictures suggested an evolve~~ent from a 
fairy-tale stage to a definite reality. Harms (1944) 
noted that the school-age child represented his/her 
concept of God through the use of a wide range of 
religious symbols (e.g., a crucifix and the Star of 
David). The child seemed to have a recognition, which 
may be due to either internal or environmental factors, 
that adults took God very seriously as well as a 
willingness to adapt to institutionalized religion. 
Images became more personalized, and God, saints, and 
angels were often represented as human f igure!s who 
assist, influence, and supervise man's activity on 
earth. 
The "individualistic'' stage of adolescent religious 
expression was characterized by artwork that was divided 
into three different groups. The first group tended to 
cling to a prevailing dogma and expressed the!mselves 
through the use of conventional and conservative ways. 
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These adolescents often would portray their concepts 
through drawings of the crucifix, the Madonna, the Gates 
of Heaven, and biblical stories (e.g., Moses and the 
burning bush). 
The second group of adolescents displayed a higher 
level of creativity than those in the conventional 
category. There appeared to be a strong consciousness 
of the individualistic character of religious experience 
aside from an organized religious dogma. Symbols were 
used to represent sin, death, hope, faith, and eternity. 
These children seemed to express a high degree of 
sensitivity, originality, and inventiveness. 
The third group of adolescents displayed what Harms 
(1944) classified as a transcendence of the boundaries 
set by the individual faith of the child's mother and 
father. Drawings in this category included those which 
reproduced religious traits that Harms (1944]1 presumed 
were far removed from the child's environment and from 
familiar religious sources. These included contents of 
early Egyptian cults, Buddhistic concepts, Middle Age 
religions, and what the author described as completely 
obliterated religious beliefs (e.g., Celtic sun cults 
and alchemistic symbols). 
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The Theory of James Fowler 
The research of James Fowler (1981) has led to the 
delineation of the stages of faith through which a child 
passes from infancy to adolescence. The first stage of 
infancy is characterized by undifferentiated faith and 
the development of the pre-images of God. Basic trust 
is formed at this time as well as the experiential 
relationship with the caregiver. 
The next stage of faith development is that of 
Intuitive-Projective faith which takes place within the 
age range of two to seven. This is a fantasy filled 
phase which can be molded by the child's tendency to 
imitate the examples, actions, and moods which are 
displayed towards faith by the significant adults in the 
child's life. The fusion of fantasy, fact, and feeling 
in this stage transforms into the ability to investigate 
and test once the child moves into the next stage of 
Mythic-Literal faith. The latency aged child is able to 
make use of the skills associated with concrete 
operational thought and will begin to accept for him or 
herself the beliefs and stories that play a significant 
role in the child's community. 
During adolescence there is often a development of 
an experience of the world that moves outside of one's 
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family into school, work, the media, and peers. Faith 
now is required to synthesize the values and information 
that arise from these new experiences and to act as a 
foundation for one's sense of identity. This stage of 
faith has been labeled the Synthetic-Conventional stage. 
It is one in which the young person is still sensitively 
tuned to the judgments, opinions, and expectations of 
significant others and does not yet have a fully 
developed sense of identity and autonomous judgment that 
is needed to maintain a completely independent 
perspective. 
Cognitive Developmental Theories 
A third theory of religious development as proposed 
by Goldman (1964) and summarized by Ahrendt (1975), is 
parallel to Piaget's outline of developmental thinking. 
The proposal of three distinct stages and two 
intermediate transitory stages of religious 
conceptualization was based upon 200 children's 
responses to pictures and Bible stories. 
The pre-operational stage of thinking was 
characterized by oversimplification and unsystematic 
thinking (six to seven years of age). A child in this 
stage may often focus upon obscure details and ignore 
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central aspects. Examples of pre-operational stage 
responses to a picture of Moses standing before the 
Burning Bush and the question "Why was Moses afraid to 
l ook at God?" were "Because God had a funny face" and 
"Moses was frightened of the rough voice" (Goldman , 
1964). This was followed by a transition stage in which 
the child attempted to break free from the limitations 
of pre-operational thought and tried to use deductive 
and inductive logic. 
The pre-operational stage was then followed by a 
transition into the concrete religious thinking stage in 
which the subject was able to think systematically yet 
literally (seven to twelve years of age). During the 
concrete operations stage the child was able to use 
inductive and deductive logic but the scope is limited 
to concrete situations, visual experience, and sensory 
data. Responses to a picture of Moses and the Burning 
Bush in this stage included "Moses thought God would 
chase him out of the holy ground because Moses hadn't 
taken off his shoes" and the nonconsumed bush was 
explained as "It was a light from an electric torch, or 
a stick with flames on it held up by an angel" (Goldman, 
1964). 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
26 
A second transition stage allowed the child to 
begin to use abstract thought rather than being limited 
to concrete concepts. The final stage, that of abstract 
thinking, began at approximately twelve years of age and 
was characterized by the child's ability to think 
hypothetically and deductively. Responses in this stage 
included "Moses might be frightened because God was 
great and he'd never followed Him before" and "The 
awesomeness and almightiness of God would make Moses 
feel like a worm in comparison" (Goldman, 1964). At 
this stage the God concept is seen as a relationship 
which could influence the child's behavior (Ahrendt, 
1975). Similar cognitive developmental theories have 
been described by Elkind (1970) and Pitts (1976). 
Psychodynamic Theories 
A fourth theory, primarily concerning the origin of 
the concept of God, has been postulated by those in the 
psychoanalytic field. The hypotheses arising from this 
school of psychology are based upon the belief that 
images of God are generalized from experiences with 
either one's own father or his/her primary caretaker. 
Vergote, Tamayo, Pasquali, Bonami, Pattyn, and 
Custers (1969), after investigating the relationship 
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between images of parents and of God in over 200 
subjects, concluded that, "The paternal image is the 
most adequate symbol for the image of God, since the 
divine image is always closer to the father than to the 
mother, and contains essential attributes of the father 
image which are not included in the symbolic image of 
mother" (p. 86). The psychoanalytic theory of 
psychosexual stages is also proposed to be rE~lated to 
the child's concept of God and religious devE~lopment. 
Savin-Williams (1977) notes that the child between the 
ages of ten and twelve will stand firm on those 
religious beliefs that were developed earlier in life 
because, 
The struggle between the ego and the id is 
renewed during preadolescence; values and idols 
once held firmly during the latency period come 
into conflict with the onslaught of instinctual 
drives. Initially, buttressed by the superego, 
the ego becomes firmly consolidated, desiring to 
preserve the religious beliefs developed earlier 
in life (p. 354). 
As the child matures into early adolescence (ages 
thirteen to fourteen) there is an emotional change 
characterized by the ego's struggle to control the 
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tensions arising from the influx of drives and libido. 
This leads to the questioning of formerly held beliefs 
and a quest to find new answers to religious questions. 
In adolescence proper, (ages fifteen to sixteen), 
according to Savin-Williams (1977), the battle between 
the id and superego grows even more i ntense. By this 
time the superego is weakened because its source (the 
internalization of the same-sex parent during the 
Oedipal conflict resolution) leaves the ego without the 
directives of conscience and unable to cope with 
instinctual drives. This demise allows the previously 
held religious beliefs to be freed from the confines of 
parental authority. The adolescent rebels against 
traditional religious beliefs and chooses from religious 
factors that meet his/her own personal needs. 
Philbert (1985), places the importance of the model 
of the image of God as being upon the primary caregiver 
of the child rather than upon the paternal figure. 
Events in the relationship between the child and this 
caregiver will possibly have an effect upon the child's 
image of the God/mother figure. For example, if the 
child feels abandoned by the absence of need fulfilling 
care, he or she may develop an image of the God/mother 
figure as being a "reluctant giver" who does not respond 
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in times of need. As children mature, they will 
encounter numerous authority figures and expe~rience 
various interactions with those figures. These 
i nteractions may lead to imagery of God as being a 
"demanding tyrant" (parents who are too rigid or are 
insistent upon the child learning to be autonomous), 
"more accepting of us than we are of ourselves" (parents 
who are nurturing, accepting, and forgiving ), a "rival 
God" (based upon an Oedipal complex of a parent who 
cannot be competed with), a God of "unrealistic 
expectations" (teachers who are severe and tasks that 
are overwhelming), and a God "who ministers emergy to us 
through the living presence of His Spirit" (based upon 
experiences of parents and teachers being encouraging, 
supportive, and willing to connect their personal 
energies with those of the child). 
Rizzuto (1979) theorizes that God is a special type 
of object representation that is "created by the child 
in that psychic space where transitional objects, 
whether toys, blankets, or mental representations, are 
provided with their powerfully real illusory lives" (p. 
177). It is proposed within this theory that the 
child's God object representation moves from the infant 
developmental stage of being experienced through the 
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senses through additional stages o f being a self-object, 
an idealized parental image, an aggrandized parental 
image, and then into an adolescent conceptual ideation 
which mixes a multitude of representations. 
Self-Esteem Theories 
The relationship between children's level of self-
esteem and their concept of God has been postu lated to 
be a crucial factor by researchers such as Benson and 
Spilka (1973), and Spilka, Addison, and Rosensohn 
(1975). These theories are based upon a cognitive 
consistency framework in which information that suggests 
the opposite of a person's usual level of self-regard 
will tend to create a sense of dissonance. Due to the 
fact that cognitive dissonance is usually an 
uncomfortable sensation, people will attempt to avoid it 
through the use of denial, selective perceptions, and 
distortion. Benson and Spilka (1973), suggest, as an 
example, that a person with low self-esteem who believes 
that he is a failure and unlikable will find success and 
approval unpleasant, thus he will attempt to disconfirm 
or avoid success and approval so that his self-image and 
information will be consistent. 
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Based on this theory, it was hypothesized by Benson 
and Spilka (1973) that persons with differen1t levels of 
self-esteem would share different religious beliefs and 
concepts of God (e.g., one who feels unlovable may 
experience cognitive dissonance if trying to believe in 
an accepting, loving God). It was argued that s elf-
esteem would be positively related to loving God images 
and negatively related to rejecting or nonloving images. 
Based on a sample on 205 male Catholic high school 
students, it was found that self-esteem was 
significantly related to loving God images (1: = .51, R < 
.01) and was negatively related to rejecting God images 
(~ = -.49 with a vindictive God factor, R < .01). 
Summary 
Due to the fact that the purpose of this current 
research project was not to confirm a theoretical 
position regarding the child's concept of God, there is 
not a need for one school of thought to be chosen as a 
foundational theory. In comparison, the research goal 
was to discover what has an effect upon the child's God 
image, thus there is an underlying assumption that a 
concept of that image does exist. This assumption 
appears to be confirmed by the majority of literature, 
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aside from the attempts to explain this existence either 
by psychodynamic, cognitive developmental, or self-
esteem etiological variables. 
As has been hypothesized in a preceding section, 
the experience of trauma such as sexual abuse! may 
interrupt the manner of concept of God development as 
proposed by all of these theories. It seems reasonable 
to propose that sexual abuse may affect a child's 
relation~hip with his or her father or primary caregiver 
(psychodynamic theory), the normal passage through 
cognitive stages ( cognitive developmental the!ory) , and 
the child's self-image and degree of self-esteem (self-
esteem theories). 
Chronological Age and the Child's 
Concept of God 
Forty children between the ages of four and twelve, 
drawn from the religious populations of Catholics, 
Baptists, Jews, and Hindus, were subjected to an 
interview process involving conversation, drawings, 
dollplay, and letters to God as an attempt to study the 
effect of religious denomination, gender, and age on 
concept of God (Heller, 1986). Even though the number 
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within this sample is fairly low, and the results were 
described in a qualitative manner rather than a 
statistical analysis, there may be some merit in noting 
the age effects which allowed the researcher to conclude 
that age is likely to play a significant role in the 
formation of the concept of God. 
According to Heller (1986), those children in the 
age range from four to six displayed the fol l owing age 
related themes: (a) an absence of information 
concerning established religion; (b) a sense of deity 
which is associated with playfulness, pleasure, and 
permissiveness; (c) a self-focus which is related to 
representations of God's willingness to perform 
functions for, and concentrate upon, the child's 
welfare; and (d) a duality of a deity which is sometimes 
a "good God" and sometimes and "bad God". 
The responses of children between the ages of seven 
and nine suggested the following characteristics: 
(a) an increase in knowledge and curiosity regarding 
religious practices and the conceptualization of God, 
(b) a desire to feel special and to be seen as special 
by God, (c) a question of whether they are alone or not 
alone in relation to God, and (d) an association of God 
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with sleep and dreams with God as a spiritlike image 
without much form or definition. 
The themes associated with subjects between the 
ages of ten and twelve involved: (a) a definite 
knowledge of formal religion which is accompanied by a 
sense of doubt and hesitancy, (b) a concern with injury 
and pain with God being either the source of injury or 
the deliverer from pain, (c) a concern with the scope of 
God's abilities and the question as to whether God has 
limitations, and (d) references to death and the state 
of existence after death. 
Other research studies which report significant 
differencies in the concept of God due to age include Nye 
and Carlson (1984), who reported that the children in 
the age range from five to eight years were 
significantly more concrete than those in the older age 
ranges, and Ludwig, Weber, and Iben (1974), ~rho reported 
that an analysis of variance of the responses of 
children in second, fifth, and eighth grade suggested 
significant differences with the older children being 
less concerned about doctrinal and physical concerns but 
showing more interest in sharing their emotional 
feelings with God, as well as God becoming less remote, 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
35 
more personal, and less connected with the Father 
figure. 
Concept of God and Sexual Abuse 
A recent review of the literature found only one 
study that investigated the effect of sexual abuse upon 
a child's concept of God, thus one is required to 
hypothesize primarily on the basis of studies concerning 
the effect of abuse upon adults' concept of God. 
Johnson and Eastburg (1992) examined the God 
concept, parent concept, and self concept of sixty 
abused and nonabused elementary school children. These 
researchers did not specifically study the effect of 
sexual abuse, but rather combined the participants into 
one abuse category regardless of whether the abuse was 
sexual or physical. Materials used included a Story-
Completion projective test developed by the authors for 
both the concept of God and the concept of parents, and 
the Self-Concept Scale for Children. The responses to 
the projective concept tests were scored simply for the 
presence or absence of three factors: kindness, 
wrathfulness, and distance. 
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The results of the Johnson and Eastburg (1992) 
study suggested that the God concept projective scale 
did not significantly differentiate between the two 
groups, that abused participants rated parents as less 
kind and more wrathful than nonabused, that nonabused 
subjects had a significantly higher self-concept score 
than subjects in the abused sample, and that there were 
no significant age related differences in the God 
concept scores in either the abused or nonabused sample. 
As compared to the research by Johnson and Eastburg 
(1992), studies involving sexually abused adults offer 
different conclusions. Heitritter and Vought (1989), on 
the basis of their involvement in therapy groups for 
adults who had been molested as children, describe 
common themes regarding God that they have encountered. 
They report that clients, after being asked to 
illustrate their impressions of God, would draw images 
with the following attributes: God as a punishing force 
who regards the abuse victim as a "loser"; God accepting 
and loving others yet distancing Himself from the abuse 
survivor; God being disgusted, cruel, and wishing that 
the victim never was born; God as a stern judge and cold 
authoritarian to whom the client could never ttmeasure 
up"; and God being uncaring, rejecting, mocking those 
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who seek help, and being asleep as the abuse was taking 
place. 
Vredevelt and Rodriguez (1987) note that adult 
sexual abuse survivors often view God as playing a major 
position in the injustice that they have experienced and 
ask "Why did God allow my abuse?" Those who have been 
abused may attempt to resolve the dissonance between the 
two beliefs of "I have been abused" and "God is 
sovereign" with the conclusion that "God is punishing me 
for my sins" or "God sent the abuse in order to teach me 
a lesson and draw me nearer to Himself." Rather than 
seeing the abuse as an unfortunate consequence of one's 
free will and one's sinful nature, victims will often 
distort the true image of God. 
Individual clinical case studies which describe the 
struggles that clients have in their attempts to 
conceptualize God after experiencing abusive episodes 
include the description of a twenty-five year old male 
who feared that God was "setting him up" for future 
tragedy similar to that which he had experienced in the 
past (Carr, 1975) and a thirty-five year old female who 
experienced anger towards God and a need for Him to show 
His love to her in unexpected and miraculous ways in 
order to prove His acceptance (Compaan, 1985). 
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Ducharme (1988), studied a sample of eighty-nine 
women who were divided into groups of normals, 
depressed, and incest victims in order to determine the 
existence of differences between the groups in concepts 
of God, father, mother, and self. It was discovered 
t hat incest victims conceptualized God as being more 
punitive than either of the other groups. 
Justice and Lambert (1986), after studying a sample 
of 162 general hospital adult patients and 34 members of 
an adult Sunday School class, determined that those 
participants who had been sexually abused, especially by 
their parents, had a significantly less positive image 
of God as compared to those adults who had not been 
abused. 
Heller (1986), in a study of the concept of God of 
children between the ages of four and twelve, did not 
explicitly research the effect of sexual abuse; however, 
he did theorize regarding the importance of trust in the 
development of the God concept. Heller (1986) states 
that trust in the child/parental relationship is a prime 
precursor to faith in God and that this trust also 
allows the deity representation to have a consistent 
meaning in the child's life. This may be related to the 
present research project as a suggestion that events 
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that prevent this bond of trust from being formed, or 
that harm this bond in some way (e.g., being abused by a 
family member or not feeling protected by a parental 
caretaker) may have an effect upon one's representation 
of God. 
Research Hypotheses 
The purpose of this study was to investigate the 
independent variables of age, sexual abuse, and 
relationship with sexual of fender on the dependent 
variable, the concept of God. 
The comparisons were considered with the following 
hypotheses: 
Hypothesis 1: There is a statistically significant 
difference between the concept of God of children ages 
six through eight years of age and children nine through 
twelve years of age. 
Hypothesis 2: There is a statistically significant 
difference between the concept of God of children who 
have been sexually abused and those who have not been 
sexually abused. 
Hypothesis 3: There is a statistically significant 
difference between the concept of God of children who 
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have been sexually abused by a father family member, 
those who have been abused by a nonfather family member, 
and those who have been abused by a familiar nonfamily 
member. 
Hypothesis 4: There is a statistically significant 
interaction between the variables age and sexual abuse 
on the concept of God variable. 
Hypothesis 5: There is a statistically signi f ica nt 
interaction between the variables age and identity of 
offender on the concept of God variable. 
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CHAPTER 2 
METHOD 
The purpose of this chapter is to provide a 
detailed description of the operationalization and 
implementation of the research project. First, the 
sample will be described in terms of derivation, number, 
and characteristics. Second, the materials will be 
delineated in terms of purpose and relevant reliability 
and validity issues. Third, procedures will be outlined 
and fourth, a presentation of the research design and 
data analysis will be offered. 
Participants 
Participants in this research were derived from 
three sources: (a) child care programs, both public and 
private, in and surrounding the Portland, Oregon area 
(Multnomah, Clackamas, and Washington counties); (b) 
mental health treatment programs for sexual abuse, both 
residential and outpatient, in and surrounding the 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
42 
Portland, Oregon area as well as throughout the state of 
Oregon; (c) and one church Sunday School program in the 
suburban Portland area. 
The sampling procedures for children in child care 
programs consisted of sending letters (see Appendix F) 
introducing the research to all of the programs 
advertising service to children between the ages of six 
through twelve listed in the ''child care" section of the 
Portland Yellow Pages as a sampling frame. Programs 
which were associated with religious organizations 
(e.g., church-based programs with reference to religion 
in the name of the program) were excluded. The purpose 
of this exclusion was based on an attempt to lessen the 
effect that religious training would possibly have upon 
a child's concept of God in this sample. The result of 
this procedure was that fifty-one child care programs 
which were not affiliated with religious programs and 
which contained children between the ages of six and 
twelve were contacted and two agreed to participate. No 
random sampling was used within this total sample. 
Due to the lesser availability of sexual abuse 
programs which serve clients between the ages of six and 
twelve, the sampling procedure for this group was not as 
widespread. Programs and private practitioners who were 
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recognized within the Portland area therapeutic 
community as treating sexually abused children were 
contacted (see Appendix E). A limit of being in therapy 
for less than one year with the current therapist was 
set to decrease the effect of therapeutic progress and 
bonding within a long-term relationship. Out of the 137 
programs contacted, twelve professionals agreed to 
participate. No random sampling was used within this 
total sample. 
Once the data was being collected, it was noted 
that many of the children drawn from sexual abuse 
treatment were from religious families. This may be due 
to the tendency of religious therapists and clients to 
be more interested in the subject matter of this 
research and thus were more likely to be involved. Due 
to this finding, and the recognition that this sampling 
format may result in the unwanted comparison between 
sexually abused religious children and nonabusued 
nonreligious children, it was decided to also draw a 
sample (52%) of nonabused children from a religious 
setting. 
The number of children in the entire sample was 53. 
The population size of children who either have been 
sexually abused in the Portland area or the entire 
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number of those that are currently in treatment is 
difficult to assess. The difficulty is based partially 
on the fact that sexual abuse is a criminal activity 
which is often kept private by the children or families 
involved. Therefore, this statistic is not as easily 
obtained as would be the total number of children in a 
selected school district. Add to this the difficulty in 
separating those children who have actually experienced 
sexual abuse from the total number of abuse reports that 
may be collected by the law enforcement and state 
service agencies plus the lack of coordination and 
statistics between therapeutic providers. 
According to Oregon State Children's Services 
Division (Children's Services Division, 1989; Kaufman, 
1990), there were 1,854 children between the ages of 
zero and eighteen abused in Multnomah County in 1989, 
442 in Clackamas County, and 413 in Washington County. 
The state estimates that 25% of these 2,709 children 
were victims of sexual abuse (Oliver, 1990) for a total 
of 677 children. Statistics are not available as to how 
many of these victims were between the ages of six and 
twelve. 
To estimate the number of children between the ages 
of six and twelve, it was decided to use the data 
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collected by Finkelhor (1984). Finkelhor (1984) reports 
that 55% of the sexually abused children he studied were 
abused between the ages of six and twelve. Applying 
this percentage to the present total of 677 results in a 
total population of 372. 
According to Isaac and Michael (1981), a sample 
size for a population of 372 with a confidence level of 
95% is 189. Due to the expected difficulty of finding 
' this many sexually abused children in treatment to 
study, and due to an extremely poor response rate, it 
was decided to complete the study after a data 
collection period of approximately eight months of 
searching for additional participants and a total sample 
size of 53. For a description of the sample 
demographics, please see Table 1 on the following page. 
Table 1 
Sample Demographics 
Age 
6 - 8 
9 - 12 
Gender 
Male 
Female 
Race 
Caucasian 
African American 
Hispanic 
Asian 
Other 
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Nonabused Abused 
n percent :n percent 
13 48% 13 50% 
14 52% 13 50% 
15 56% 8 31% 
12 44% 18 69% 
25 93% 21 81% 
1 4% 0 
0 4 15% 
0 1 4% 
1 4% 0 
(table continues) 
Table 1 -- Continued 
n 
Family Income 
$0 - 9,999 1 
10,000 - 19,999 2 
20,000 - 29,999 3 
30,000 - 49,999 6 
Over 50,000 13 
Unreported 2 
Off ender 
Father Family Member 
Nonf ather Family Member 
Nonf amily Acquaintance 
Stranger 
Gender of Off ender 
Male 
Female 
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percent n percent 
4% 5 22% 
7% 6 26% 
11% 8 35% 
22% 2 9% 
48% 2 9% 
7% 0 
9 35% 
6 23% 
11 42% 
0 
:22 85% 
1 4% 
Off enders of Both Genders 3 12% 
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Those children who had been abused by multiple 
offenders in more that one category were classified into 
a single category using the following guidelines: if 
· one of their offenders was a father family member, they 
were classified into this category, and if they had been 
off ended by both a nonfather family member and a 
familiar nonfamily member, then they were classified 
into the family category. 
Materials 
The primary instrument which was used in this study 
to measure the children's concepts of God was a semantic 
differential scale (see Appendices B, c, and D). A 
questionnaire requesting demographic data was 
administered to determine the distribution of the sample 
for the factors of age, gender, race, and yearly family 
income (se e Appendices c, D, G, and H). 
Semantic Differential Scale 
The semantic differential technique, as developed 
by Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum (1969), is a combination 
of associational and scaling procedures which results in 
a bipolar adjective rating scale. According to Osgood 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
49 
and Suci (1969), the logical basis of the scale is as 
follows: (a) the process of judgment or description can 
be seen as the allocation of a concept to an 
experiential continuum, definable by a pair of polar 
terms; (b) many different experiential continua, or ways 
in which meanings can vary, are essentially equivalent 
and can be represented by a single dimension (e.g., the 
intercorrelations of above .90 for concepts such as 
fair-unfair, honest-dishonest, and kind-cruel); (c) a 
limited number of such continua may be used to define a 
semantic space within which the meaning of the concept 
can be specified. 
The format of the scales based upon the semantic 
differential technique is one that is anchored by two 
bipolar adjectives, X and Y (e.g., hot and cold). 
Between the adjectives is a continuum which is divided 
by seven equal points. Point 1 is that which is closest 
to adjective X; point 7 is that which is clos4~st to 
adjective Y. The descriptions which are associated with 
each of the numbered points are as follows: 
Point 1 = extremely x 
Point 2 = quite x 
Point 3 = slightly x 
Point 4 = neither X nor Y; equally X and y 
Point 5 = slightly Y 
Point 6 = quite Y 
Point 7 = extremely Y 
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According to the authors of this technique (Osgood , 
Suci, & Tannenbaum, 1969), it is thought that for 
individual subjects a shift of more than two scale units 
probably represents a significant change or difference 
in meaning and a shift of more than 1.00 to 1.50 scale 
units in factor scores (the summation of those points 
marked on all the scales to describe a construct) is 
significant. For group use, changes in measured meaning 
as small as 1/2 of a scale unit are thought to be 
significant at the .05 level (Osgood, Suci, & 
Tannenbaum, 1969). Unfortunately there is no rationale 
or support provided for the selection of the .05 
standard, thus this should be considered to b~~ tentative 
and questionable. 
Scales based upon the semantic differential 
technique have been used with both children and adults. 
Maltz (1969), measured the responses to concepts such as 
"friend", "school", "kitten", and "ghost" of children in 
second, fourth, and sixth grade as well as adults in 
college. This researcher reduced the usual seven point 
scale to five points and printed e~ch scale on one page 
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in order to lessen a "halo effect." The items included 
such bipolar pairs as good-bad, strong-weak, fast-slow, 
and sharp-dull. The results suggested that reactions to 
concepts became more consistent (i.e., standard 
deviations lessened) between the second and fourth 
grade. Maltz (1969) found that the children understood 
the task associated with the semantic differential scale 
and concluded that, 
The results of this study show the ease with which 
semantic differential can be made structurally 
applicable to children and indicate a high degree 
of sensitivity of semantic differential to the 
ontogenetic changes in the meaning of concepts (p. 
34 7) • 
Di Vesta (1969), used the semantic differential 
technique to measure concepts such as "Russia 111 , 
"teacher", and "God" in over 700 children in grades two 
through seven. The focus of this study was not the 
concepts themselves, but rather a factoral analysis was 
performed to determine the loadings of the bipolar 
adjective pairs. The results suggested that the most 
salient factors for children were the same as those 
previously discovered for adolescents and adults: 
evaluation, potency, and activity. The most ~;alient 
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factor, accounting for the largest part of the total 
variance {40.62%) was an Evaluation factor. 'rhis 
included items such as awful-nice, pretty-ugly, and bad-
good. This factor has been described as being one on 
which positive loadings reflect "goodness" or 
"favorableness" (Friedman & Gladden, 1969). Factor II 
which accounted for 15.60% of the variance was 
designated as Potency. Items included in this factor 
were smail-big, light-heavy, and weak-strong. Factor 
III accounted for 11.54% of the variance and was related 
to Activity. This was descriptive of movement with 
items such as fast-slow, down-up, and last-first. Di 
Vesta (1969) concludes that the semantic differential 
technique is applicable at the age at which children 
first begin to learn how to read and that the child's 
use of modifiers closely corresponds to the adult's 
usage. 
Reports of reliability and validity data regarding 
semantic differential scales are somewhat sparse in the 
research literature. Those which are reported are based 
upon adolescent and adult samples. Cliff (1969), after 
using the semantic differential technique with over 300 
university students at three schools, reported 
correlations of .99 between scale values of 15 repeated 
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items. Snider (1969), found test-retest reliabilites 
ranging from .41 to .70 when studying the stereotypes 
regarding various nationalities held by 132 Canadian 
ninth graders whereas Stautland (1959), reported test-
retest reliabilities of over .90 with a sample of high 
schoolers. Osgood (1969), found test-retest levels of 
.85 within a sample of 100 college students. Osgood and 
Luria (1969), in a unique case study of a person with 
multiple personality disorder, reported test-retest 
reliabilities of three of the personalities ranging from 
.65 to .94. 
The two primary arguments for the validity of 
semantic differential scales include its high face 
validity (Osgood, Suci, & Tannenbaum, 1969), and the 
high correlations between scores on semantic 
differential scales and scores on Thurston, Likert, and 
Guttman type scales (Brinton, 1969). 
An example of a semantic differential scale used 
to measure the concept of God is that which was used by 
Benson and Spilka (1973), Spilka, Addison, and Rosensohn 
(1975), and Chartier and Goehner, (1976). This scale 
was developed to measure loving and controlling God 
images through the following bipolar adjective pairs: 
rejecting-accepting, loving-hating, damning-saving, 
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unforgiving-forgiving, approving-disapproving, 
demanding-not demanding, freeing-restricting, 
controlling-uncontrolling, strict-lenient, and 
permissive-rigid (Benson and Spilka, 1973). 
A second semantic differential scale, which was 
used by Tjart and Boersma (1978), was based upon the 
work of Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum (1957). This 
scale, which will be described to a greater degree in a 
later section of this paper, allows a subject to rate 
God on a seven point scale on twelve attribute pairs 
such as active-passive, large-small, and strong-weak. 
Due to the semantic differential scale's ability to 
yield quantitative data, adequate test-retest 
reliability, applicability to a wide range of concepts, 
ability to make possible comparisons among individuals 
and groups, and its tendency to provide data in a 
efficient manner, it appears to show promise as an 
instrument to measure the concept of God of children 
between the ages of six and twelve. 
For use in this research, it was decided to use the 
scale developed by Tjart and Boersma (1978) as a basis 
for adaptation. This scale is reproduced in Appendix A. 
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Due to the fact that this scale was used to measure 
the concept of God in children in the eighth grade, it 
was decided that some bipolar adjective pairs should be 
deleted due to their probable lack of familiarity to 
children in elementary school. It was this logic which 
motivated the deletion of the following: active-
passive, meaningful-meaningless, personal-impersonal, 
pleasant-unpleasant, and private-public. 
The deleted bipolar adjective pairs were replaced 
by pairs selected from a concept of God scale used for 
adults and adolescents (Benson & Spilka, 1973) and from 
the factor analytic research conducted by Di Vesta 
(1969). These pairs were selected on the basis of their 
probable familiarity to children and their ability to 
measure aspects of God which were not included in the 
adapted Tjart and Boersma scale. Those pairs which were 
added included the following: loving-hating, forgiving-
unforgiving, helpful-harmful, real-make believe and 
right-wrong. The result included twelve adjective pairs 
which retained the original seven point measurement 
continuum. 
As an attempt to reduce the possibility of a 
response set, a blocked randomization design was used to 
balance the location of positive and negative adjectives 
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on the left or right polar position. Three sets of four 
items each were formed with the first two items being 
randomized and the next two being balanced. 'rhis was 
continued for the following two sets with the final 
result being six items with the positive adjective on 
the left polar position and six with a reversed 
direction of the negative adjective on the left 
position. See Appendix B for a presentation of this 
scale. 
Procedure 
The first step in the research process, after 
permission was granted by the Human Subjects Hesearch 
Committee of George Fox College, was to contact the 
directors of the sexual abuse treatment programs, 
privat~ practice therapists, child care centers, and the 
Christian Education director of a church. This was 
first done by a letter which explained the purpose of 
the study, how the children and possible staf1c members 
would be involved, the parent's role in providing 
consent, and the confidentiality of the results (see 
Appendix F). These letters were then followed by a 
phone call that was placed by the researcher to answer 
Effect of Age and S1axual Abuse 
57 
any questions and to ask whether the program would agree 
to involvement. 
once the professional agreed, a letter was sent to 
the parents of all of the children in the program that 
fulfilled the requirements for this study (see Appendix 
G). This letter delineated what the study consisted of, 
its purpose, what tasks the child would compliate, and 
the anonymity of the child's responses. Included with 
this letter was a permission slip which, when signed by 
a legal guardian, allowed the child to participate and a 
question asking the parent to describe the yearly family 
income. This was to be returned to the appropriate 
professional. 
If a child was allowed to participate, the measure 
of the concept of God was administered by this 
researcher at the church and child care settings, and 
the child's therapist in the treatment settings. At the 
bottom of the semantic differential form that was 
administered to the children in sexual abuse treatment 
there also was a section to be filled out by the mental 
health staff member administering the test that asked 
for data regarding the gender and role identity of the 
sexual perpetrator (see Appendix C). 
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In order to serve as an introduction to the 
semantic differential scale, changing facial expressions 
were used to serve as an example of the bipolar 
continuum (see Appendices C and D). At the far left 
point on the continuum was a face with a broad smile. 
At the far right point was a face with a deep frown. 
Along the seven points within the continuum were faces 
which ranged from a smile to a straight line mouth 
expression to a frown. The children practiced with the 
scale rating familiar concepts (e.g., chocolate ice 
cream) until they felt comfortable. Once this goal was 
met, the examiner then read the concept name (in this 
case, God) and all of the items for each concept to the 
children. The children were frequently reminded of the 
concept being rated and the fact that any point on the 
scale may be used. This was emphasized by th1e 
instructions to "check the point that best tells what 
the word you are rating means to YQY"· The scoring 
procedure for the semantic differential scale was based 
upon transforming the mark on each item into the 
corresponding number on the continuum with 
transformation of reverse scoring (i.e., one through 
seven). This resulted in a score for each item which 
could be compared to other participants with 1 being the 
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most positive concept and 7 being the most negative. In 
less than five cases a child left one item unmarked. In 
these situations, the item was scored using the midpoint 
of 4. The individual item scores were then summed to 
derive a total score for the complete concept of God, 
with a lower score suggesting a more positive perception 
of God and a higher score suggesting a less positive 
one. 
Research Design and Statistical Analysis 
Due to the lack of experimental manipulation and 
the attribute nature of the independent variable, the 
4 J s ign of this research is ex post facto (Kiess and 
Bloomquist, 1985). Considering the variables which are 
used in this study, a true experimental design would not 
be appropriate due to the obvious ethical considerations 
which would prohibit exposing children to an abusive 
situation. 
The research design can be conceptualized for the 
two major divisions found within this study. First, 
there was a comparison based upon the independent 
variables of sexual abuse (two levels of experienced 
abuse and have not experienced abuse) and age (two 
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levels of six through eight and nine through twelve) for 
the measure of concept of God. 
The graph of this design, as introduced in Table 2, 
includes: Dependent variable = Concept of God (COG) as 
measured by the semantic differential scale. 
Table 2 
2 X 2 Analysis of Variance Design 
Sexual Abuse 
Abused 
Not Abused 
6 - 8 9 - 12 
The second major comparison took place wi thin the 
group of subjects who had been sexually abused. The 
independent variables were age (two levels of six 
through eight and nine through twelve) and identity of 
perpetrator (three levels of father family member, 
nonfather family member, and significant nonfamily 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
61 
member) and the dependent variable was the measure of 
concept of God. 
The graph of this design, as introduced in Table 3, 
includes: Dependent variable = Concept of God as 
measured by the semantic differential scale. 
Table 3 
3 X 2 Analysis of Variance Design 
Perpetrator 
Father 
Nonf ather family 
Sig. nonfamily 
6 - 8 9 - 12 
An analysis of variance was conducted for all 
comparisons to determine the main effects of the 
independent variables of age, sexual abuse, and identity 
of perpetrator and to determine the interaction between 
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these variables. Analysis was conducted for the measure 
of the dependent variable on the following basis: data 
from the semantic differential scale was analyzed for 
each item (12 comparisons) and for the total concept 
score (sum of scores on all twelve items). The use of 
the t-test for two groups or the ANOVA technique with 
data provided by the semantic differential scale has 
previously been presented by Tjart and Boersma (1978) as 
well as Isaac and Michael (1981). The alpha level of 
.05 was used. A coefficient alpha was also computed 
using the total concept item to determine the degree of 
interitem consistency (Anastasi, 1988). All statistics 
were calculated using the statistical Package for the 
Social Sciences (SPSS) on an Apple personal computer 
system. 
Summary 
In this chapter the research procedures for 
investigating the effects of age, sexual abuse, and the 
identity of the sexual perpetrator upon the concept of 
God in children between the ages of six through twelve 
have been delineated. 
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First, the sampling procedure selected participants 
from two groups, children from child care programs and a 
church setting and sexually abused children from mental 
health treatment programs. The materials administered 
included the use of the semantic differential scale to 
measure the dependent variable of the concept of God, as 
well as questions regarding limited demographic data. 
The procedures included contacting the child care 
and mental health programs by letter to request 
participation and to obtain parental consent, 
administration of the scale by this researcher or a 
program staff member (according to precise 
instructions), and the scoring of the scale lby this 
researcher. 
The research design and statistical analysis of the 
data consisted of an ex post facto design with an 
analysis of variance comparison between the independent 
variables of age, sexual abuse, and the identity of the 
perpetrator upon the dependent variable of the concept 
of God. 
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CHAPTER 3 
RESULTS 
Introduction 
This chapter presents the statistical methods used 
to test the hypotheses and the results obtained. Data 
was collected from 26 sexually abused and 27 nonabused 
children measuring their concept of God through the use 
of 12 items and one total concept item. The 12 item 
scores each had a possible response range from 1 to 7 
with 1 being the most favorable concept and 7 being the 
least favorable, and a total concept score which 
consisted of the summation of the 12 items. A 2X2 ANOVA 
and a 3X2 ANOVA were used with a designated critical ~ 
value set at the D < .05 level. Although this standard 
was used as the primary determination of significance, 
it should be noted that the developers of the semantic 
differential technique have determined that a difference 
between groups of .50 of a scale unit should be 
considered clinically significant at the D < .05 level 
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(Osgood, Suci, & Tannenbaum, 1969). Unfortunately, no 
clear rationale was provided for this .50 distinction, 
thus it is noted to be unsubstantiated and tentative. 
In the following sections, both the statistical 
significance and the clinical significance will be 
discussed. 
Descriptive Statistics 
Each participant in this research completed the 12 
items of the semantic differential scale measuring the 
concept of God. The summation of these items then 
yielded a total concept of God score. Means, standard 
deviations, and ranges for the entire sample as divided 
by independent variable of age, sexual abuse, and 
identity of offender are presented in Tables 4 through 8 
which follow. 
Table 4 
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Age Divided Sample Means, Standard Deviations, and 
Ranges for Concept of God. 
Ages 
6 - 8 9 - 12 
(n 26) (n = 27) 
Items M SD Ran e M SD Ran e 
1 1.65 1. 25 1-5 1. 70 1.12 1-4 
2 1.35 .62 1-4 1.41 .90 1-4 
3 2.04 2.01 1-7 1.41 .76 1-3 
4 2.27 1.82 1-7 1.81 1.26 1-4 
5 3.27 2.42 1-7 2.81 2.07 1-7 
6 3.23 2.53 1-7 2.44 1.52 1-6 
7 1.88 2.08 1-7 1.41 1.01 1-5 
8 1.58 1.00 1-4 1. 37 .78 1-4 
9 1. 50 1. 38 1-7 1.59 1.08 1-5 
10 1.88 1. 76 1-7 1.63 1.29 1-6 
11 2.23 2.18 1-7 1.78 1.30 1-5 
12 1. 69 1.81 1-7 1.85 1.62 1-7 
Total 24.81 12.12 12-63 21.33 10.99 12-54 
Ctable continues) 
Table 4 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 =Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
Table 5 
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Abuse Divided 6 Through 8 Year Old Sample Means. 
standard Deviations. and Ranges for Concept of God. 
Sexual Abuse 
Abused Nonabused 
Cn = 13) Cn = 13) 
Items M SD Ran e M SD Ran e 
1 1. 61 1. 32 1-5 1.69 1.18 1-4 
2 1.07 .27 1-4 1. 61 . 96 1-4 
3 1. 69 1. 70 1-6 2.38 2.32 1-7 
4 2.46 1.66 1-5 2.07 1"97 1-7 
5 3.76 2.48 1-7 2.76 2.35 1-7 
6 2.92 2.36 1-7 3.53 2.69 1-7 
7 1. 92 2.25 1-7 1.84 1. 90 1-7 
8 1.61 1.04 1-4 1.53 .96 1-4 
9 1. 23 .83 1-4 1.76 1. 92 1-7 
10 1.69 1.54 1-6 2.07 1. 97 1-7 
11 2.23 2.08 1-7 2.23 2.27 1-7 
12 1.38 1.38 1-6 2.00 2.23 1-7 
Total 23.61 7.99 12-54 26.00 16.30 12-63 
(table continues) 
Table 5 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
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Abuse Divided 9 Through 12 Year Old Sample Means, 
Standard Deviations, and Ranges for Concept of God. 
Sexual Abuse 
Abused Nona.bused 
(n = 13) Cn = 14) 
Items M SD Ran e M SD Range 
1 1.69 1.03 1-4 1.71 1. 2 0 1-4 
2 1.46 .96 1-4 1. 35 .84 1-4 
3 1. 38 .76 1-3 1. 42 .75 1-3 
4 1. 69 1. 31 1-4 1.92 1. 20 1-4 
5 3.23 2.27 1-7 2.42 1.86 1-7 
6 2.69 1. 37 1-4 2.21 1. 67 1-6 
7 1. 53 1.19 1-5 1.28 .82 1-4 
8 1. 61 1.19 1-4 1.14 .36 1-2 
9 2.00 1.58 1-5 1.21 .57 1-3 
10 1.84 1.72 1-6 1.42 .85 1-4 
11 1. 53 1.19 1-5 2.00 1.41 1-4 
12 1.76 1.69 1-7 1.92 1. 54 1-5 
Total 22.46 12.84 12-54 20.28 9.13 12-34 
Ctable continues) 
Table 6 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
Table 7 
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Offender Divided 6 Through 8 Year Old Sample Means, 
Standard Deviations, and Ranges for Concept of God. 
Off ender 
Father Family Nonf amily 
(n = 5) (n = 3) Cn = 5) 
Items M SD Ran e M SD Ran e M s 
1 2.40 1.94 1-5 1. 33 .57 1-2 1. 00 () 1 
2 1.00 0 1 1.00 0 1 1.20 .44 1-2 
3 1. 80 1. 78 1-5 1. 00 0 1 2.00 2.23 1-6 
4 2.20 1.64 1-4 2.00 1. 73 1-4 3.00 1..87 1-5 
5 4.20 3.03 1-7 2.00 1.73 1-4 4.40 2.19 1-7 
6 2.20 1. 64 1-4 1. 00 0 1 4.80 2.49 1-7 
7 2.20 2.68 1-7 1. 00 0 1 2.20 2.68 1-7 
8 1.80 1. 30 1-4 1.66 1.15 1-3 1.40 .89 1-3 
9 1. 60 1. 34 1-4 1.00 0 1 1.00 0 1 
10 2.60 2.30 1-6 1.00 0 1 1. 20 .44 1-2 
11 2.60 2.30 1-6 3.00 3.46 1-7 1. 40 .54 1-2 
12 1.00 0 1 1.00 0 1 2.00 2.23 1-6 
Tot. 25.60 6.9 18-37 17.00 1.7 15-18 25.60 9.9 12-40 
(table continues) 
Table 7 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 =Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 =Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
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Table 8 
Offender Divided 9 Through 12 Year Old Sample Means. 
Standard Deviations. and Ranges for Concept of God. 
Offender 
Father Family Nonfamily 
(n = 4) Cn = 3) ( Il = 6) 
Items M SD Ranae M SD Ranae M SD Ranae 
1 1. 75 .95 1-3 2.33 1. 52 1-4 1.33 . 8 1 1-3 '· 
2 1.00 0 1 1.66 1.15 1-3 1. 66 1. 21 1-4 I 
3 1. 25 .50 1-2 1.66 1.15 1-3 1. 33 .81 1-3 
'• 4 1. 00 0 1 2.00 1. 73 1-4 2.00 1.54 1-4 
.. 
5 2.25 1. 50 1-4 5.33 1.52 1-4 2.83 2.56 1-7 
6 3.50 1.00 1-3 2.33 1.52 1-4 2.33 1.50 1-4 
7 1. 25 .50 1-2 1. 66 1.15 1-3 1.66 1.63 1-5 
8 1.75 1.50 1-4 1.66 1.15 1-3 1.50 1.22 1-4 
9 2.25 1.89 1-5 2.33 1.52 1-4 1. 66 1.63 1-5 
10 2.25 2.50 1-6 1.66 1.15 1-3 1.66 1.63 1-5 
11 1.25 .50 1-2 1.66 1.15 1-3 1.66 1.63 1-5 
12 1. 25 .50 1-2 1.66 1.15 1-3 2.16 :2. 40 1-7 
Tot. 20.7 7.5 15-31 26.0 14.1 15-42 21. 8 16.4 12-54 
(table continues) 
Table 8 -- Continued 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
75 
Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 =Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong: Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
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Testing of the Hypotheses 
Hypothesis 1: Age Comparison 
Hypothesis 1 stated that there is a statistically 
significant difference between the concept of God of 
children ages six through eight years of age and 
children nine through twelve years of age. This 
hypothesis was not supported by the comparison of means 
listed iri Table 4 or the main effect for age for each 
item listed in the ANOVA results of Tables 9 - 21. The 
two age groups were not differentiated on any of the 
items or the total concept item at a p < .05 level of 
significance. 
The use of Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum's (1969) 
standard for clinical significance, however, suggests a 
tentative difference in the concept of God on item 3 
(unimportant/important), item 6 (dull/sharp) and the 
total concept score between the two age groups. The 
means for these items include M = 2.04 for children six 
through eight on item 3 as compared to M = 1.41 for the 
older sample, M = 3.23 for the younger children on item 
6 as compared to M = 2.44 for the older, and finally, on 
the total concept score the younger children displayed a 
M = 24.81 as compared to M = 21.33. 
Table 9 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 1 (Friendly/Unfriendly) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare E 2 
Main Effects .065 2 .032 .023 .977 
Age .032 1 .032 . o~~ 2 .882 
Abuse .032 1 .032 . 0 ~~ 2 .882 
Age X Abuse .010 1 .010 .007 .93 3 
Explained .075 3 .025 .018 .997 
Residual 69.473 49 1.418 
Total 69.547 52 1. 337 
Table 10 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 2 (Good/Bad) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare !~ R 
Main Effects .640 2 .320 .483 .620 
Age .044 1 .044 . 066 .799 
Abuse .591 1 .591 .892 .350 
Age X Abuse 1.368 1 1. 368 2.06 .157 
Explained 2.008 3 .669 1. 01 .396 
Residual 32.445 49 .662 
Total 34.453 52 .663 
Table 11 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 3 (Unimportant/Important) by Ag 1e and 
Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square E P. 
Main Effects 7.012 2 3.506 1.502 .233 
Age 5.386 1 5.386 2.308 .135 
Abuse 1.737 1 1. 737 .744 .392 
Age X Abuse 1.391 1 1.391 .596 .444 
Explained 8.403 3 2.801 1.200 .320 
Residual 114.352 49 2.334 
Total 122.755 52 2.361 
Table 12 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 4 (Small/Large) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square E R 
Main Effects 2.797 2 1.399 .572 .568 
Age 2.719 1 2.719 1.112 .297 
Abuse .062 1 .062 .025 .874 
Age X Abuse 1. 276 1 1. 276 .522 .474 
Explained 4.073 3 1. 358 .555 .647 
Residual 119.852 49 2.446 
Total 123.925 52 2.383 
Table 13 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 5 (Near/Far) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare f. R 
Main Effects 13.443 2 6.722 1.326 .275 
Age 2.537 1 2.537 .501 .483 
Abuse 10.708 1 10.708 2.113 .152 
Age X Abuse .129 1 .129 .026 .874 
Explained 13.573 3 4.524 .893 .452 
Residual 248.352 49 5.068 
Total 261. 925 52 5.037 
Table 14 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 6 (Dull/Sharp) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square f. ~ 
Main Effects 8.235 2 4.118 .946 .395 
Age 8.210 1 8.210 1.886 .176 
Abuse .046 1 .046 .010 .919 
Age X Abuse 3.956 1 3.956 .909 .345 
Explained 12.191 3 4.064 . 93 4~ .432 
Residual 213.280 49 4.353 
Total 225.472 52 4.336 
Table 15 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 7 (Strong/Weak) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square f_ l2 
Main Effects 3.383 2 1.692 .634 .535 
Age 2.976 1 2.976 1.116 .296 
Abuse .367 1 .367 .138 .712 
Age X Abuse .102 1 .102 . ()38 .846 
Explained 3.485 3 1.162 .436 .729 
Residual 130.703 49 2.667 
Total 134.189 52 2.581 
Table 16 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 8 (Hating/Loving) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square E R 
Main Effects 1. 591 2 .795 .904 .411 
Age .537 1 .537 .611 .438 
Abuse 1. 026 1 1.026 1.166 .285 
Age X Abuse .518 1 .518 .589 .447 
Explained 2.109 3 .703 .799 .500 
Residual 43.099 49 .880 
Total 45.208 52 .869 
Table 17 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 9 (Unforgiving/Forgiving) by Age and 
Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare E Q 
Main Effects .357 2 .179 .101 .904 
Age .120 1 .120 .067 .796 
Abuse .244 1 .244 .137 .713 
Age X Abuse 5.802 1 5.802 3.269 .077 
Explained 6.160 3 2.053 1.157 .336 
Residual 86.973 49 1.775 
Total 93.132 52 1.791 
Table 18 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
86 
ANOVA for Item 10 (Helping/Harmful) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare E p 
Main Effects .869 2 .434 .176 .839 
Age .858 2 .858 .348 .558 
Abuse .007 1 .007 .003 .956 
Age X Abuse 2.129 1 2.129 .864 .357 
Explained 2.998 3 .999 .405 .750 
Residual 120.813 49 2.466 
Total 123.811 52 2.381 
Table 19 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 11 (Make Believe/Real) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare f. Q 
Main Effects 3.449 2 1.724 .535 .589 
Age 2.769 1 2.769 .860 .358 
Abuse .731 1 .731 . 2:27 .636 
Age X Abuse .705 1 .705 .219 .642 
Explained 4.154 3 1.385 .430 .733 
Residual 157.846 49 3.221 
Total 162.000 52 3.115 
Table 20 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
88 
ANOVA for Item 12 (Right/Wrong) by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare 
.E Q 
Main Effects 2.282 2 1.141 .377 .688 
Age .308 1 .308 .102 .751 
Abuse 1.944 1 1.944 .642 .427 
Age x Abuse .688 1 .688 .227 .636 
Explained 2.970 3 .990 .327 .806 
Residual 148.313 49 3.027 
Total 151. 283 52 2.909 
Table 21 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
89 
ANOVA for Total by Age and Abuse 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare JE. R 
Main Effects 159.939 2 79.969 . 5 158 .576 
Age .052 1 .052 .000 .985 
Abuse 159.938 1 159.938 1.116 .926 
Age X Abuse 68.821 1 68.821 .480 .492 
Explained 228.670 3 76.253 • 1532 .662 
Residual 7023.165 49 143.330 
Total 7251.925 52 139.460 
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Hypothesis 2: Abuse Comparison 
Hypothesis 2 stated that there is a statistically 
significant difference between the concept of God of 
children who have been sexually abused and those who 
have not been sexually abused. This hypothesis was not 
supported by the comparison of means listed in Table 22 
or the main effect for abuse for each item listed in the 
ANOVA results of Tables 9 - 21. The two groups were not 
differentiated on any of the items or the total concept 
item at a R < .05 level of significance. The use of 
Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum's (1969) standard for 
clinical significance suggests a tentative difference in 
t he concept of God on item 5 (near/far) between the 
abused and nonabused group (M = 3.50 for abuse, M = 2.59 
for nonabused ) . 
Table 22 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
91 
Mean Score on Concept of God Measure Divided by Abuse. 
Abuse 
Abused Nonabused 
(n = 26) <n = 27) 
Items Mean Mean 
1 1. 65 1. 70 
2 1. 27 1.48 
3 1.54 1.89 
4 2.08 2.00 
5 3.50 2.59 
6 2.81 2.85 
7 1. 73 1. 56 
8 1. 62 1. 33 
9 1.62 1. 48 
10 1.77 1.74 
11 1. 88 2.11 
12 1. 58 1.96 
Total 23.04 23.04 
(table continues) 
Table 22 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 =Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Ne~ar/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
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Hypothesis 3 : Identity of Offender Comparison 
Hypothesis 3 stated that there is a statistically 
significant difference between the concept of God of 
children who have been sexually abused by a father 
family member, those who have been abused by a nonfather 
family member, and those who have been abused by a 
familiar nonfamily member. This hypothesis was not 
supported by the comparison of means listed in Table 23 
or the main effect for identity of offender for each 
item listed in the ANOVA results of Tables 24 - 36. The 
three off ender groups were not differentiated on any of 
the items or the total concept item at a p < .05 level 
of significance. 
The use of Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum's (1969) 
standard for clinical significance does reveal multiple 
tentative differentiations between groups. These 
include item 1 (friendly/unfriendly) differences between 
nonfamily offender and both levels of family offender (M 
for nonfamily = 1.18, M for family = 1.83, and M for 
father= 2.11), item 4 (small/large) differences between 
father offender (M = 1.67) and nonfamily offender (M = 
2.45), item 6 (dull/sharp) differences on all levels of 
offender (M = 2.78 for father offender, M = 1.67 for 
family offender, and M = 3.45 for nonfamily offender), 
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item 7 (strong/weak) differences between family (M = 
1.33) and nonfamily offender (M = 1.91), and item 9 
(unforgiving/forgiving) differences between father (M 
1.89) and nonfamily offender (M = 1.36). Other 
differences include item 10 (helping/harmful) 
differences between father offender (M = 2.44) and t he 
other two levels (M for family = 1~33, M for nonfamily 
1.45), item 11 (make believe/real) differences between 
family (M = 2.33) and nonfamily (M = 1.55), i tem 1 2 
(right/wrong) differences between nonfamily and other 
levels of offender (nonfamily M = 2.09, M for father = 
1.11, family M = 1.33), and a total concept score 
difference between family offender and the other two 
levels (family M = 21.50, father M = 23.44, nonfamily M 
= 23.55). 
Table 23 
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Mean Score on Concept of God Measure Divided by Identity 
of Offender. 
Items 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Total 
Father 
(n = 9) 
M 
2.11 
1.00 
1.56 
1. 67 
3.33 
2.78 
1.78 
1.78 
1.89 
2.44 
2.00 
1.11 
23.44 
Off ender 
Family 
(n = 6) 
M 
1. 83 
1. 33 
1. 33 
2.00 
3.67 
1. 67 
1. 33 
1.67 
1.67 
1. 33 
2.33 
1. 33 
21. 50 
Nonfamily 
(n = 11) 
M 
1.18 
1. 45 
1.64 
2.45 
3.55 
3.45 
1. 91 
1.45 
1. 36 
1.45 
1. 55 
2.09 
23.55 
(table continues) 
Table 23 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
Table 24 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 1 (Friendly/Unfriendly) by Age! and 
Off ender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare E Q 
Main Effects 4.670 3 1.557 1.170 .346 
Age .144 1 .144 .108 .745 
Off ender 4.632 2 2.316 1.740 .201 
Age X Off ender 2.598 2 1. 299 .976 .394 
Explained 7.268 5 1.454 1..902 .395 
Residual 26.617 20 1.331 
Total 33.885 25 1.355 
Table 25 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 2 (Good/Bad) by Age and Offend.er 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare E Q 
Main Effects 1. 856 3 .619 1.145 .355 
Age .801 1 .801 1.483 .237 
Off ender .894 2 .447 .828 .451 
Age X Off ender .460 2 .230 .426 .659 
Explained 2.315 5 .463 .858 .526 
Residual 10.800 20 .540 
Total 13.115 25 .525 
Table 26 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 3 (Unimportant/Important) by Age and 
Off ender 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare 
.E ~ 
Main Effects 1.006 3 .335 .170 .916 
Age .646 1 .646 .326 .574 
Off ender .391 2 .195 .099 .906 
Age X Offender 1.905 2 .953 .482 .625 
Explained 2.912 5 .582 .294 .910 
Residual 39.550 20 1.977 
Total 42.462 25 1.698 
Table 27 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 4 (Small/Large) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare 
.E. R 
Main Effects 7.630 3 2.543 1.042 .395 
Age 4.511 1 4.511 1.849 .819 
Off ender 3.784 2 1.892 .775 .474 
Age X Off ender 1.416 2 .708 .290 .751 
Explained 9.046 5 1.809 .741 .601 
Residual 48.800 20 2.440 
Total 57.846 25 2.314 
Table 28 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 5 (Near/Far) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare r:: R 
Main Effects 2.456 3 . 819 .154 .926 
Age 2.016 1 2.016 .380 .545 
Off ender .571 2 .286 .054 .948 
Age X Off ender 29.794 2 14.897 2.804 .084 
Explained 32.250 5 6.450 1.214 .339 
Residual 106.250 20 5.312 
Total 138.500 25 5.540 
Table 29 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
102 
ANOVA for Item 6 (Dull/Sharp) by Age and OffEmder 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare 
.E 12 
Main Effects 12.946 3 4.315 JL.581 .225 
Age .524 1 .524 .192 .666 
Off ender 12.600 2 6.300 ~L 308 .125 
Age X Off ender 22.492 2 11. 246 4.199 *.032 
Explained 35.438 5 7.088 ~L 596 .058 
Residual 54.600 20 2.730 
Total 90.038 25 3.602 
* denotes significant results at the .05 level 
Table 30 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 7 (Strong/Weak) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare .E Q 
Main Effects 2.338 3 .779 .210 .889 
Age 1.021 1 1.021 .275 .606 
Off ender 1.377 2 .688 .185 .832 
Age X Offender 2.427 2 1. 214 .326 .725 
Explained 4.765 5 .953 .256 .932 
Residual 74.350 20 3.717 
Total 79.115 25 3.165 
Table 31 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 8 (Hating/Loving) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square E Q 
Main Effects .542 3 .181 .122 .946 
Age .004 1 .004 . 00 3 .959 
Off ender .542 2 .271 .183 .834 
Age X Off ender .029 2 .014 .010 .990 
Explained .571 5 .114 .077 .995 
Residual 29.583 20 1. 479 
Total 30.154 25 1. 206 
Table 32 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 9 (Unforgiving/Forgiving) by Age and 
Off ender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare f. R 
Main Effects 5.680 3 1.893 :1. 053 .391 
Age 4.294 1 4.294 :2.389 .138 
Offender 1.834 2 .927 .510 .608 
Age X Off ender .524 2 .262 .146 .865 
Explained 6.204 5 1. 241 .690 .637 
Residual 35.950 20 1.797 
Total 42.154 25 1.686 
Table 33 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 10 (Helping/Harmful) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Square E Q 
Main Effects 6.679 3 2.226 .785 .516 
Age .347 1 .347 . 1:22 .730 
Off ender 6.525 2 3.263 1.150 .337 
Age X Off ender 1.186 2 .593 .209 .813 
Explained 7.865 5 1.573 .554 .733 
Residual 56.750 20 2.837 
Total 64.615 25 2.585 
Table 34 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 11 (Make Believe/Real) by Age and 
Off ender 
Sum of Mean 
Squares df Sguare .r:: Q 
Main Effects 5.424 3 1.808 .573 .640 
Age 2.831 1 2.831 .896 .355 
Off ender 2.308 2 1.154 . 366 .698 
Age X Off ender 4.080 2 2.040 .646 .535 
Explained 9.504 5 1.901 .602 .699 
Residual 63.150 20 3.157 
Total 72.649 25 2.906 
Table 35 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Item 12 (Right/Wrong) by Age and Offender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare 
.E :Q 
Main Effects 5.841 3 1.947 .745 .538 
Age .626 1 .626 .240 .630 
Of fender 4.880 2 2.440 .934 .409 
Age X Off ender .255 2 .127 .049 .953 
Explained 6.096 5 1.219 .. 467 .796 
Residual 52.250 20 2.613 
Total 58.346 25 2.334 
Table 36 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
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ANOVA for Total Concept Score by Age and Of fender 
Sum of Mean 
Sguares df Sguare 
.E 11 
Main Effects 27.352 3 9.197 .072 .974 
Age 8.839 1 8.839 .070 .794 
Off ender 18.698 2 9.349 .074 .929 
Age X Offender 203.627 2 101. 813 .807 .462 
Explained 230.978 5 46.196 .366 .866 
Residual 2523.983 20 126.199 
Total 2754.962 25 110.198 
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Hypothesis 4: Interaction Between Age and Sexual Abuse 
Hypothesis 4 stated that there is a statistically 
significant interaction between the variables age and 
sexual abuse on the concept of God variable. This 
hypothesis was not supported by the comparison of m~ans 
listed in Table 37 or in the interactions listed in the 
ANOVA results of Tables 9 - 21. 
Table 37 
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Abuse and Age Divided Sample Means for Concept of God. 
Abuse and Age 
6 - 8 6 - 8 9 - 12 9 - 12 
Abused Nonabused Abused Nonabused 
Cn = 13) Cn = 13) (n = 13) Cn = 14) 
Items M M M M 
1 1.61 1. 69 1.69 1. 71 
2 1.07 1.61 1.46 1. 35 
3 1.69 2.38 1. 38 1.42 
4 2.46 2.07 1.69 1. 92 
5 3.76 2.76 3.23 2.42 
6 2.92 3.53 2.69 2.21 
7 1.92 1.84 1.53 1. 28 
8 1.61 1. 53 1. 61 1.14 
9 1.23 1.76 2.00 1. 21 
10 1.69 2.07 1.84 1. 42 
11 2.23 2.23 1. 53 2.00 
12 1.38 2.00 1. 76 1.92 
Total 23.61 26.00 22.46 20.28 
(table continues) 
Table 37 -- Continued 
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Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 = Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong; Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
113 
Hypothesis 5: Interaction Between 
Age and Identity of Offender 
Hypothesis 5 stated that there is a statistically 
significant interaction between the variables age and 
identity of offender on the concept of God variable. 
This hypothesis was not supported by the comparison of 
means in Table 38 or the interactions listed in the 
ANOVA results of Tables 24 - 36 for the majority of the 
items but was supported for item 6 (dull/sharp) with a 
result of~ (2,20) = .032, R < .OS, as listed in Table 
29. The most discrepant cell means can be found between 
children ages six through eight who had been abused by a 
nonfather family member (M = 1.00) and children ages six 
through eight who had been abused by a nonf amily member 
CM= 4.80). This interaction is graphed in Figure 1. 
Table 38 
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Identity of Off ender and Age Divided Sample Means for 
Concept of God. 
Identity of Off ender and Age 
6 - 8 6 - 8 6 - 8 9 - 12 9 - 12 9 - 12 
Father Family Nonfamily Father Family Nonfamily 
<n=5) <n=3) <n=5) <n=4) <n=3) <n=6) 
Items M M M M M M 
1 2.40 1.33 1.00 1. 75 2.33 1. 33 
2 1.00 1.00 1.20 1.00 1.66 1.66 
3 1. 80 1.00 2.00 1. 25 1.66 1. 33 
4 2.20 2.00 3.00 1.00 2.00 2.00 
5 4.20 2.00 4.40 2.25 5.33 2.83 
6 2.20 1. 00 4.80 3.50 2.33 2.33 
7 2.20 1.00 2.20 1. 25 1.66 1. 66 
8 1. 80 1. 66 1.40 1. 75 1.66 1. 50 
9 1.60 1.00 1.00 2.25 2.33 1. 66 
10 2.60 1.00 1.20 2.25 1.66 1. 66 
(table continues) 
Table 38 -- Continued 
11 2. 60 
12 1. 00 
Total 25.60 
3.00 
1.00 
17.00 
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1.40 
2.00 
25.60 
1. 25 
1. 25 
20.75 
1.66 1.66 
1.66 2.16 
26.00 21.83 
Item 1 = Friendly/Unfriendly, 2 = Good/Bad, 3 = 
Unimportant/Important, 4 = Small/Large, 5 =Near/Far, 6 
= Dull/Sharp, 7 = Strong/Weak, 8 = Hating/Loving, 9 = 
Unforgiving/Forgiving, 10 = Helping/Harmful, 11 = Make 
Believe/Real, 12 = Right/Wrong: Lower scores suggest a 
more favorable concept. 
Figure 1 
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Interaction Between Age and Identity of Offender on Item 
6 (Dull/Sharp) 
Score 
7 
6.5 
6 
5.5 
5 
4.5 
4 
3.5 
3 
2.5 
2 
1. 5 
1 
6 - 8 
# denotes father offender 
* denotes family off ender 
@ denotes nonf amily off ender 
9 - 12 
Age 
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Coefficient Alpha 
Computation of a coefficient alpha can provide an 
internal reliability estimate for measures composed of 
items scored with values other than o and 1 ( Ebel & 
Frisbie, 1991). The coefficient alpha measuring 
interitem reliability computed for the measure used in 
this research was .8601. According to standards for 
internal reliability, a coefficient alpha that is 
greater than .85 is regarded as highly acceptable to 
make decisions about individuals, and for malcing 
decisions about groups, a coefficient greater than .65 
may suffice (Ebel & Frisbie, 1991, Mehrens & Lehmann, 
1987). Using these standards, a conclusion may be 
offered stating that the measure used to assess the 
participant's concept of God in this research fulfills 
the requirements for this type of internal rE~liability. 
Summary 
In summary, the purpose of this chapter was to 
report the results of the data analysis usin9 analysis 
of variance to compare groups of children who differed 
in age, the experience of sexual abuse, and the identity 
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of the sexual of fender on the variable of concept of 
God. The hypothesis postulating a statistically 
significant difference between the two age groups was 
not supported, nor was the hypothesis expecting a 
statistically significant difference between those 
children who had and had not experienced sexual abuse. 
Significant results were also not found for the 
hypothesis stating differences on the basis of the 
identity of the sexual offender, or for the interaction 
between age and abuse. The final hypothesis stating the 
presence of a statistically significant interaction 
between the variables of age and identity of offender 
was partially supported by the discovery of a 
significant interaction on item 6 (dull/sharp) of the 
concept of God measure. Finally, the coefficient alpha 
discovered for the measuring instrument was found to 
meet the standards for internal consistency. 
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CHAPTER 4 
DISCUSSION 
Overview of the Study 
This study sought to determine whether the 
variables of age, sexual abuse and the identity of the 
sexual offender had a significant effect upon the 
concept of God in children ages six through twelve. The 
concept of God was measured through the use of a 
semantic differential scale which yielded 12 item scores 
which each had a possible response range from 1 to 7 
with 1 being the most favorable concept and 7 being the 
least favorable, and a total concept score which 
consisted of the summation of the 12 items. 
There were five hypotheses in this study: 
1. There is a statistically significant difference 
between the concept of God of children ages six through 
eight years of age and children nine through twelve 
years of age. 
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2. There is a statistically significant difference 
between the concept of God of children who have been 
sexually abused and those who have not been sexually 
abused. 
3. There is a statistically significant difference 
between the concept of God of children who have been 
sexually abused by a father family member, thiase who 
have been abused by a nonfather family member, and those 
who have been abused by a familiar nonfamily member. 
4. There is a statistically significant 
interaction between the variables age and sexual abuse 
on the concept of God variable. 
5. There is a statistically significant 
interaction between the variables age and identity of 
offender on the concept of God variable. 
Data analysis using analysis of variance with the 
responses received from 26 abused and 27 non~bused 
children suggested that hypotheses 1, 2, 3, and 4 were 
not supported for either the items or the total concept 
of God score. Hypothesis 5 was partially supported 
through the discovery of a significant interaction 
between age and identity of offender on item 6 
(dull/sharp) with the greatest difference being between 
children ages six through eight who were abused by a 
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nonfather family member and children of the same ages 
who were abused by a familiar nonfamily member. 
Discussion of Hypotheses Findings 
Due to the fact that the testing of hypotheses 
culminated in the discovery of only one significant 
result, a lengthy discussion of statistically 
significant differences between the groups studied will 
not be offered here. 
It should be noted that the one item that resulted 
in the significant interaction between age and abuse, 
item 6 with the continuum opposites of sharp/dull, may 
have had an ambiguous meaning for children ages six 
through eight and may not reflect a true difference 
between children abused by a nonfat.her family member and 
· those abused by a familiar nonfamily member. If this 
interaction does suggest a true difference between the 
two offender groups then it is characterized by six 
through eight year old children who were offended by a 
family member being more likely to perceive God as being 
sharp as compared to those offended by a nonf amily 
member who see God as dull. Perhaps a child of this age 
has a connotative definition of the word sharp as being 
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more acute, painful, powerful, and harmful. This may 
suggest a relationship with an incestuous abuse 
experience being perceived in this manner as compared to 
a less intense experience of being abused outside of the 
family. 
As a possible guide for further research, it may be 
helpful to discuss those differences between groups that 
would be determined clinically significant by the 
authors 6f the semantic differential technique (Osgood, 
Suci, & Tannenbaum, 1969). As has already been noted, 
these authors state that a scale score difference of .50 
is enough to warrant clinical significance, however no 
rationale or statistical support is offered for the .50 
standard, thus the results discussed below are to be 
considered tentative. 
Using this standard results in the following 
findings regarding comparisons between the two age 
groups: children ages six through eight viewed God as 
being less important than the older children, the 
younger children saw God as being more dull than the 
older children, and the younger children had a total 
concept score which suggested a less favorable overall 
view of God. 
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The use of Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaum's (1969) 
standard also suggests that the abused participants see 
God as being less near than the nonabused children, and 
the following differences among sexually abused children 
on the basis of the identity of their offender: those 
off ended by a familiar nonfamily person viewed God as 
more friendly, those offended by a father fi9ure saw God 
as more large, those offended by a nonfather family 
member conceptualized God as being more dull and as most 
strong, and children abused by a familiar nonfamily 
member viewed God as being more forgiving than those 
abused by a father. Other differences included: those 
offended by a father figure saw God as less helping, 
those off ended by a familiar nonf amily person viewed God 
as more real than those abused by a nonfather family 
member, children offended by a father figure saw God as 
more right than those abused by a nonfamily 
acquaintance, and finally, those children offended by a 
nonf ather family member had an overall concept of God 
that was more favorable than those off ended by a father 
figure or a nonfamily acquaintance. 
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Comparison with Past Research 
and Recommendations for Future Research 
The results of this study were consistent with the 
findings of Johnson and Eastburg (1992) who concluded 
that in their sample no significant differences were 
found in the concept of God between age groups and 
between abused and nonabused children. The results 
differed from those studies which suggest developmental 
stages of the God concept which change as the! child 
matures (Harms, 1944, Fowler, 1981), and offers 
opportunities to hypothesize regarding the research that 
concludes that sexually abused adults have a different 
concept of God than nonabused adults (Ducharme, 1988, 
Justice & Lambert, 1986). 
As an attempt to explain the lack of 
differentiation between the age and abuse groups in this 
study, five possible reasons will be offered: 
(a) the cognitive developmental capacity of the 
preadolescent sample, (b) the limitations of the 
instrument used to measure the concept of God, 
(c) demand characteristics within the assessment 
procedure, (d) the current psychological treatment of 
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the abused children in this sample, and (e) the 
limitations of the sample. 
one may speculate that the preadolescent children 
in this sample have not yet undergone a transition into 
abstract or formal operational thought, a stage which 
may allow them to consider traumatic experiences such as 
sexual abuse and generalize those experiences to the 
somewhat ambiguous concept of God. The sample used in 
this study may still be limited by fairly concrete 
thinking patterns and cognitively separate a traumatic 
experience and their God concept, protecting them from 
the cognitive dissonance of "If God is powerful and 
loving, why was I abused?" that may be experienced in 
adolescence and adulthood. The preadolescent, abused 
children may be focused upon the developmental task of 
experiencing and identifying affective states triggered 
by the abuse rather than questioning both the! religious 
teachings they have received and the attributes of God 
in the light of their victimization. They also may not 
yet have the ability to translate adjectives that are 
normally associated with objects (e.g., sharp) to a 
description of a person or concept. There is a 
possiblity that adolescent and adult participants may 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
126 
display different results on the instrument simply due 
to cognitive differences. 
A second speculation as to the lack of dliff erence 
between the groups involved in this research revolves 
around the possible limitations of the instrument used 
to measure the child's concept of God. The relatively 
brief length of the instrument may of fer an opportunity 
of increasing its length, thereby possibly increasing 
its validity (Aiken, 1985), as well as a determination 
of what bipolar adjective pairs were most valuable. It 
is also noted that difficulties were encountered with 
this instrument in regards to ceiling effects. Results 
suggests that the majority of the scores obtained were 
indicative of a positive concept of God. It is not 
known whether this is due to the sample or to a 
liability within the instrument itself. Another 
limitation noted is that this is the initial use of the 
instrument, thus data regarding reliability, validity, 
standardization, and norms have not yet been collected. 
One also wonders whether the format of the~ semantic 
differential scale used in this study allows a full 
range of expression regarding the rich and varied 
subjective perceptions one may have about God. For 
instance, a child may draw a picture representing God as 
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sleeping or having His back turned away while~ the sexual 
abuse was taking place, yet that same child may not rate 
God as being far or harmful on a structured objective 
measure. The measure may also not take into account an 
individual child's personal interpretation of the 
semantic differential adjectives. As an example, one 
child who participated in this study received a score of 
4 on the near/far item. His verbal explanation which 
accompanied this score was "God is far away because He's 
in heaven, and He is near because He lives in my heart 
so I'll mark it in between the two words." Simply 
noting the quantitative aspects of this boy's score may 
lead an evaluator to the conclusion that he perceives 
God in a moderately unfavorable manner, however reality 
was tha t the item didn't reflect the complex nature of 
the child's verbal response. 
A third possible reason for the lack of group 
differences noted in this study is the presence of 
demand characteristics, or cues which suggest what 
behavior is expected (Myers, 1983). Those parents who 
may have felt uncomfortable about their child's possible 
responses about God probably would not have given 
permission for the child to participate. The result of 
this is that many of the children in the sample were 
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from religious families rather than displaying a wide 
spectrum of beliefs. Of those children who did 
participate, they may have felt as though they needed to 
express a favorable view of God to please the evaluator. 
Verbal instructions were given to each child stating 
that any response was a right one and that th.e most 
important point was that he/she be as honest as 
possible, however these may have not overcome the 
child's desire to be accepted and positive. 
A fourth speculation is the acknowledgement that 
all of the children in this sample who were known to be 
sexually abused were in individual or group 
psychotherapy and are assumed to be protected from 
current abuse. While administering the questionnaires 
for this study one child was encountered who asked 
"Should I answer the way I feel about God now that I'm 
in my new family or the way I felt about Him when I was 
in my biological family?" After hearing the explanation 
that how she feels currently would be the scores used 
for the study but that she could give both responses 
just for therapeutic information, she proceeded to rate 
God very favorably to represent her current perception 
and very negatively to represent her sense of God when 
she was living with her abusive biological family. One 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
129 
wonders if this questionnaire was administered to 
children who were experiencing abuse or had just 
recently experienced the cessation of abuse, would there 
be different results? 
A final speculation as to the lack of differention 
revolves around the limitations of the sample. These 
include its small size, the demographic differences in 
family income between the abused and nonabusE!d group, 
the volunteer nature of the sample, the possibility that 
the nonabused sample may include children who have 
actually been abused and the lack of representativeness 
of the sample due to the high income of the nonabused 
sample and the setting from which it was drawn (i.e., 
the daycare setting often suggests families in which 
both parents are working). 
The limitations of this study as described above 
lead to suggestions for future research. It may add to 
the clinical literature if further studies were 
conducted using this concept of God instrument to begin 
adding data regarding validity and reliability. 
Suggestions include using it with an adolescent sample 
to determine any developmental changes in the concept of 
God, or within a longitudinal framework to measure any 
changes within individual children as they continue to 
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mature cognitively. It may also be helpful to compare 
religious and nonreligious samples apart from the 
variable of abuse so that religious training can be 
isolated as a variable and measured as to its power to 
confound other variables, as well as to compare these 
results to those discovered by Tjart and Boersma (1978) 
in their comparison of eighth graders in Christian and 
secular schools. The initial step in this process may 
include the use of the raw data presented in this study 
to compare the groups based upon the setting from which 
they were drawn (e.g., daycare, church, and treatment 
setting). 
Implications of Research 
In terms of the psychotherapeutic treatment of 
sexually abused children, it is an underlying assumption 
in this research that there is value present in 
assessing and therapeutically intervening in a child's 
concept of a Supreme Being. Even though the abused 
sample in this study did not significantly differ from 
the nonabused in an overall manner, it should be noted 
that the range of responses on the majority of the items 
suggest that there were some children who viewed God in 
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a less than positive way. Perhaps there woul d be 
benefit in using an objective measure in an individual 
therapy setting to screen how a child perceives God. 
This could provide results which then could be followed 
by the use of projective techniques and expressive 
therapies to explore affective and cognitive themes of 
object relations, abandonment, protection, anger, loss , 
and self-worth. 
Throughout the development of the therapeutic 
alliance, the therapist would need to be aware of the 
child's initial tendencies to respond in the way that he 
or she has been inculcated, or in the manner that he or 
she believes the therapist would prefer. Only after 
trust is established, and with possible permission 
granting therapeutic prompts, would the child client be 
able to individuate and honestly disclose his or her 
true feelings about God. There is a possibility that 
the experience which the child perceives from God may be 
the reason that the child fears disclosing this 
perception. For example, if a client feels abandoned by 
God, will his or her fear of emotional abandonment from 
parents or therapist prevent him or her from sharing 
this perception? It is only with time, trust, and 
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sensitivity that a clinician can probe the depths of 
this concept in a therapeutic manner. 
Even if the preadolescent child does not appear to 
struggle with these issues within his/her concept of 
God, perhaps intervention at this stage may decrease 
cognitive dissonance and affective disturbance during 
the child's ultimate adolescence and adulthood. Through 
therapeutic modeling child clients can be taught that it 
is permissible to not only talk about God but also to 
wrestle emotionally with the concepts of worth, 
forgiveness, grace, and abandonment within our 
relationship to Him. Elementary seeds of information 
and emotional awareness regarding the ultimate concept 
of the relationship between a powerful and loving God 
and the presence of evil and free choice in this world 
may also be planted during this time so that the abuse 
survivor's struggle with this dichotomy is not as 
intense during the adolescent and adult years. 
Implications for those within the field of 
religious education include the continually needed 
reminder that sexual abuse does take place within 
religious homes and that children who experiE!nce this 
disclosed or hidden trauma will be present within the 
church and Sunday School settings. It may be helpful to 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
133 
these children if religious educators could take a 
flexible approach within the training experience and 
that the primary guideline would be to begin with what 
the child's concept of God truly is rather than what it 
is assumed to be. This should be followed with an 
individualized and sensitive manner to accept, 
empathize, and slowly heal this possibly distorted 
concept. 
Summary 
The purpose of the study was twofold. The first 
goal was to explore the relationship between the 
variables of age, sexual abuse, and the identity of the 
sexual off ender upon the concept of God in children ages 
six through twelve. The second was to add to the 
literature regarding the assessment of the concept of 
God in children with an objective measuring instrument. 
The results indicate that the instrument used 
displays an acceptable level of internal reliability but 
that groups of children separated by age, sexual abuse, 
and identity of offender did not differ significantly 
from each other, aside from one statistically 
significant interaction between age and identity of 
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offender on one item (dull/sharp) of the instrument. 
Possible reasons for the lack of differentiation include 
cognitive developmental stages, limitations of the 
instrument, demand characteristics, and limitations of 
the sample. 
It is hoped that this study may contribute to the 
crucial, yet often limited and ignored, body of research 
regarding the development of children's concept of God 
and the effect that trauma may have upon this. 
Recognizing arid addressing the spiritual needs of 
children who have been sexually abused may allow us the 
great privilege of leading them nearer to the ultimate 
healing from deep and lasting wounds. 
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Appendix A 
Tjart and Boersma Scale Adaptation (1978) 
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active 
friendly 
good .. 
important 
large 
meaningful 
near .. 
. passive 
. unfriendly 
. bad 
. . . . . unimportant 
. . . . . smal 1 
. . meaningless 
. . far 
personal . . . . . . . impersonal 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
pleasant . . . . . . . unpleasant * 
private . . . . . . . public 
sharp . . . . . dull * 
strong . weak 
* 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
* significant difference between group mean scores for 
the term God between 191 Christian school and public 
school eighth graders, R < .001 
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Appendix B 
Present Research Scale Adaptation 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
friendly . 
good 
unimportant . . 
small . . 
near . . 
dull . . 
strong . 
hating . . 
unforgiving . 
helpful . 
make believe . . 
right 
* = Reverse score 
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. . . . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. . 
. unfriendly 
. bad 
. important 
. large 
. far 
. sharp 
. weak 
. loving 
. forgiving 
. harmful 
• real 
. . . . . wrong 
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Appendix c 
Scale Adaptation for sexually Abused Subjects 
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Instructions: "I'd like for you to show me how you feel about some words. 
See these faces? They range from very happy, to in between, to very sad. I'll 
say a word and I want you to check the point over the face that best tells what 
the word you are rating means to you. It can be any point on th1e scale. There 
are no wrong places. Just be as honest as you can since no one ielse will know 
this is your paper." Use examples of "chocolate ice cream, doctor, music, 
best friend, lamb, spinach, and sports". Have the child point to one of the 
marks on the scale. Praise all attempts. 
"Now I would like for you to show me how you feel about the word God. I'll 
read the two words on each end of the scale and you can use your pencil to 
mark where your feeling is in between the two words." Stress that all answers 
are correct. 
Friendly 
- - - -
_Unfriendly 
Good Bad 
-
-
Unimportant 
-
-
-
Important 
Small Large 
-
- - -
Near Far 
-
-
- -
Dull Sharp 
- - - -
Strong Weak 
- -
-
- - -
Hating Loving 
Unforgiving Forgiving 
Helping Harmful 
Make Believe Real 
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Right ___ Wrong 
"You did a great job! Thank you so much." 
For the Professional: 
Please answer the following questions including the role of 1the 
perpetrator(s) of the sexual abuse of this child. Do not disclose the 
perpetrator's name. Please note that this information is a crucial factor 
in the research project and will remain confidential. • 
Child• s Gender Male Female 
Child's Age years 
Child• s Race Caucasian 
Hispanic 
African American 
Asian Other 
Sexual Abuse Perpetrator 
Gender Male Female 
Check the One that Applies : 
Father family member (biological, adopted or stepfathe:r). 
Nonfather family member (biological, adopted or step). 
Role (e.g. mother, uncle, brother, etc.): 
Person familiar to the child yet not a family member. 
Role (e.g. teacher, physician, foster care, club leade1r, baby 
sitter, etc.): 
Person unfamiliar to the child (e.g. stranger). 
Identity of the perpetrator is unknown. 
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Appendix D 
Scale Adaptation for Child Care and 
Sunday School Program Subjects 
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Instructions: "I'd like for you to show me how you feel about some words. 
See these faces? They range from very happy , to in between, to very sad. I'll 
say a word and I want you to check the point over the face that best tells what 
the word you are rating means to you. It can be any point on the scale. There 
are no wrong places . Just be as honest as you can since no one 'else will know 
this is your paper." Use examples of "chocolate ice cream, doctor, music, 
best friend, lamb, spinach, and sports". Have the child point to one of the 
marks on the scale. Praise all attempts. 
QC9GGGGG 
"Now I would like for you to show me how you feel about the word God. I'll 
read the two words on each end of the scale and you can use your pencil to 
mark where your feeling is in between the two words." Stress that all answers 
are correct. 
Friendly _ Unfriendly 
Good Bad 
Unimportant Important 
Small Large 
Near Far 
- - -
Dull Sharp 
- - - -
Strong Weak 
- - - - - -
Hating 
- - - - - -
Loving 
Unforgiving 
- - -
-
Forgiving 
Helping Harmful 
- - - - - -
Make Believe Real 
- - - - -
-
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Right ___ Wrong 
"You did a greatjoh! Thank you so much." 
For the Professional: 
Please answer the following questions regarding the child. All 
information will remain confidential. • 
Child's Gender Male Female 
Child's Age years 
Child's Race African American 
154 
Caucasian 
Hispanic Asian Other 
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Appendix E 
Introduction Letter to Mental 
Health Professional 
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Dear Mental Health Professional, 
The purpose of this letter is to request your 
involvement in research that may be ultimately used to 
further our understanding of the suffering of sexually 
traumatized children. This research, which I am 
conducting to fulfill the doctoral dissertation 
requirements of the Clinical Psychology division at 
George Fox College, is studying the effect of age and 
sexual abuse upon the concept of God in children ages 
six through twelve. Within the variable of sexual 
abuse, I am studying three factors based upon the 
identity of the offender (father, nonfather family 
member, or familiar acquaintance). 
The sample of sexually abused children is being 
selected from the case loads of outpatient therapists 
and children in residential treatment centers. As a 
therapist in private practice myself, I feel that 
involvement in this research can be therapeutic for 
your clients since it will probably raise issues 
related to trust and bonding with a Higher Poiwer 
concept which can be explored as the therapy 
progresses. 
The sample parameters include male and female children 
who have experienced sexual abuse and who have been in 
therapy for less than a year (so that the confounding 
variable of therapeutic progress c an be decreased). 
The research task is: the administration of a bipolar 
adjective scale in which the child rates his/her 
concept of God on a limited number of descriptors (e.g. 
small - large). This is administered on a individual 
basis and takes approximately 10 minutes. 
The measure will contain clear and concise instructions 
which can be directly read by the therapist or staff 
member. A brief questionnaire asking the relationship 
between the child and offender (e.g. family member, 
acquaintance or nonfamiliar) will also be included. 
For your convenience, a letter explaining the purpose 
of the study and requesting consent which can be given 
to the child's legal guardian will also be included. 
All responses are anonymous to this researcher and are 
confidential. 
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In conclusion, please contact me with any questions or 
responses. I can be reached at 659-5515 or you may 
leave a message at that number listing your name, 
treatment program and whether or not you can 
participate. Due to the limited number of sexually 
abused children who are currently in therapy within the 
Portland area, your involvement is important to the 
success of this study and would be greatly appreciated. 
as would the passing on of this information to other 
professionals who may be willing to participate. 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Anne Roberts, M.A. 
Clackamas Family Counseling Services 
8800 S.E. Sunnyside Rd., Suite 119 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
659-5515 
Clark Campbell, Ph.D. 
Dissertation Chairman 
Graduate School of Clinical Psychology 
George Fox College 
Newberg, OR 97132 
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Appendix F 
Introduction Letter to Child care Program 
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Dear Director, 
The purpose of this letter is to ask for your program's 
involvement in research that may be ultimately used to 
understand the suffering of traumatized children. This 
research, which I am conducting as a doctoral candidate 
in clinical psychology at George Fox College, is 
studying how children develop spiritually and if their 
age or the experience of sexual abuse affect how they 
feel about God. The results should help us know how to 
better help these victimized children in both education 
and therapy. 
I am asking a limited number of child care programs who 
serve children between the ages of six and twelve to 
support this research. There are two groups of 
children being studied: 
1) those who are in treatment for sexual abuse in 
residential treatment centers or outpatient 
psychotherapy. 2) A comparison group of children who 
are attending randomly selected child care programs in 
the Portland area. This should provide a wide variety 
of responses from children who have not been 
victimized. 
Your program's involvement would be as follows: 
1) I would provide you with a letter to be given to 
your student's parents that includes a description of 
the research, the anonymity of the child's responses 
and a permission slip. 
2) I would provide your staff with one brief instrument 
with which the child rates how he/she views God on a 
limited number of scales (e.g. small - large). This 
would be read individually to the child and takes 
approximately 10 minutes. This scale is very basic and 
should not be offensive to any child's personal 
beliefs. 
You would have the option of having me administer the 
testing or I will gladly provide all materials and 
clearly written instructions so that your staff could 
conduct the research at their convenience. It should 
be noted that the subject of sexual abuse is not 
involved in any J1a11Der with this part of the research. 
There are no questions on the instrwaents which ask 
about abuse and the determination of sexual abuse 
cannot be made by any responses. 
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This study cannot be successfully conducted without the 
involvement of programs such as yours so I sincerely 
ask that you would consider the opportunity. Please 
contact me for any further information or with 
questions. I can be reached at 659-5515 or you may 
leave a message at this number listing your name, 
program and whether or not you are able to participate. 
If I don't hear from you within a few weeks, I will 
follow this letter with a phone call so that we can 
discuss if you are willing to participate. 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Anne Roberts, M.A. 
Clackamas Family Counseling Services 
8800 S.E. Sunnyside Rd., Suite 119 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
659-5515 
Clark Campbell, Ph.D. 
Dissertation Chairman 
Graduate School of Clinical Psychology 
George Fox College 
Newberg, OR 97132 
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Appendix G 
Parental Permission Letter for Child Care 
and Sunday School Program 
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Dear Parent, 
The purpose of this letter is to ask for your 
permission for your child's involvement in research 
that may be ultimately used to understand the suffering 
of traumatized children. The child care program in 
which your child is enrolled has agreed to be a part of 
this study. This research, which I am conducting as a 
doctoral candidate in clinical psychology at George Fox 
College, is studying how children develop spiritually 
and if their age or the experience of sexual abuse 
affect how they feel about God. The results should 
help us know how to better help these victimized 
children in both education and therapy. 
I am asking a limited number of child care programs who 
serve children between the ages of six through twelve 
to support this research. There are two groups of 
children being studied: 
1) those who are in treatment for sexual abuse in 
residential treatment centers or outpatient 
psychotherapy. 2) A comparison group of children who 
are attending randomly selected child care programs in 
the Portland area. This is the group in which your 
child would be a part and should provide a wide variety 
of responses from children who have not been 
victimized. 
Your child's involvement would be as follows: 
1) In order to describe all the children being studied, 
general information would be collected on each child's 
gender, race, age and average family income. 
2) I, or the staff of your child care program, would 
give your child one brief instrument on which he/she 
rates how he/she views God on a limited number of 
scales (e.g. small - large). This would be read 
individually to the child and takes approximately 10 
minutes. This scale is very basic and should not be 
offensive to any child's personal beliefs. 
It should be noted that the subject of sexual abuse is 
not involved in any manner with this part of the 
research. There are no questions on the instinDtents 
which ask about abuse and the determination o :f sexual 
abuse cannot be aade by any responses. All riesponses 
are anonymous and confidential. Your child's name will 
not appear on any of the tasks. 
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This study cannot be successfully conducted without the 
involvement of students such as yours so I sincerely 
ask that you would allow your child to take part. 
Please contact me, or the director of your child's 
program, for any further information or with questions. 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Anne Roberts, M.A. 
Clackamas Family Counseling Services 
8800 S.E. Sunnyside Rd., Suite 119 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
659-5515 
Clark Campbell, Ph.D. 
Dissertation Chairman 
Graduate School of Clinical Psychology 
George Fox College 
Newberg, OR 97132 
PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHILD CARE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Yes, my child can take part in this research 
study. I understand that all responses are anonymous 
and confidential. 
Yearly gross family income: 
~- $0. - 9,999 ~- $10,000 - 19,999 ~- $20,000 -
29,999 ~- $30,000 - 49,999 ~- $50,000 and above 
No, I would prefer that my child not take 
part. 
Child's name: 
Signature of parent or legal guardian: 
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Appendix H 
Parental Permission Letter for 
Sexually Abused Sample 
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Dear Parent, 
The purpose of this letter is to ask for your 
permission for your child's involvement in research 
that may be ultimately used to understand the suffering 
of traumatized children. The mental health program in 
which your child has a part has agreed to be a part of 
this study. This research, which I am conducting as a 
doctoral candidate in clinical psychology at George Fox 
College, is studying how children develop spiritually 
and if their age or the experience of sexual abuse 
affect how they feel about God. The results should 
help us know how to better help these victimized 
children in both education and therapy. 
I am asking a limited number of therapists and 
residential treatment programs who serve children 
between the ages of six through twelve to support this 
research. There are two groups of children being 
studied: 
1) those who are in treatment for sexual abuse in 
residential treatment centers or outpatient 
psychotherapy. This is the group which your child would 
be a part. 
2) A comparison group of children who are attending 
randomly selected child care programs in the Portland 
area. 
Your child's involvement would be as follows: 
1) In order to describe all the children being studied, 
general information would be collected on each child's 
gender, race, age and average family income. The 
therapist would also be asked to state if the child's 
sexual abuser was a family member, an acquaintance, or 
a unfamiliar offender as well as the offender's gender. 
The identity of the child or the offender will not be 
disclosed. 
2) Your child's therapist, or the staff of the 
treatment program, would give your child one brief 
instrument on which he/she rates how he/she views God 
on a limited number of scales (e.g. small - large). 
This would be read individually to the child and takes 
approximately 10 minutes. This scale is very basic and 
should not be offensive to any child's personal 
beliefs. 
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It should be noted that all responses are anonymous and 
confidential. Your child's name will not appear on any 
of the tasks. 
This study cannot be successfully conducted without the 
involvement of children such as yours so I sincerely 
ask that you would allow your child to take part. 
Please contact me, your child's therapist or the 
director of your child's treatment program, for any 
further information or with questions. 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Anne Roberts, M.A. 
Clackamas Family Counseling Services 
8800 S.E. Sunnyside Rd., Suite 119 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
659-5515 
Clark Campbell, Ph.D. 
Dissertation Chairman 
Graduate School bf Clinical Psychology 
George Fox College 
Newberg, OR 97132 
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PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHILD'S THERAPIST OR PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR 
Yes, my child can take part in this research 
study. I understand that all responses are anonymous 
and confidential. 
Yearly gross family income: 
-- $0. - 9,999 -- $10,000 - 19,999 -- $20,000 -
29,999 __ $30,000 - 49,999 __ $50,000 and above 
No, I would prefer that my child not take 
part. 
Child's name: 
Signature of parent or legal guardian: 
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Appendix I 
Raw Data 
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Explanation of Raw Data 
Column 1: 
Column 2: 
Column 3: 
Column 4: 
Column 5: 
Column 6: 
Column 7: 
Column 8: 
Column 9: 
Column 10: 
Column 11: 
Column 12: 
Column 13: 
Column 14: 
Column 15: 
Column 16: 
Column 17: 
Participant 
Age in Years: 1 = six - eight 
2 = nine - twelve 
Sexual Abuse: 1 = yes 
2 = no 
Identity of Offender: o = not abused 
1 = father 
2 = nonf ather 
family 
3 = nonfamily 
Item 1 (Friendly/Unfriendly) Score 
Item 2 (Good/Bad) Score 
Item 3 (Unimportant/Important) Score 
Item 4 (Small/Large) Score 
Item 5 (Near/Far) Score 
Item 6 (Dull/Sharp) Score 
Item 7 (Strong/Weak) Score 
Item 8 (Hating/Loving) Score 
Item 9 (Unforgiving/Forgiving) Score 
Item 10 (Helping/Harmful) Score 
Item 11 (Make Believe/Real) Score 
Item 12 (Right/Wrong) Score 
Total Concept Score 
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1 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 7 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 21 
2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15 
3 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
4 1 1 3 1 1 6 5 5 4 7 1 1 1 2 6 40 
5 2 1 2 4 3 3 4 5 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 42 
6 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 18 
7 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 15 
8 1 1 1 4 1 5 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 25 
9 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 1 1 5 1 1 1 22 
10 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 4 4 4 1 1 24 
11 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
12 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
13 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
14 2 1 3 1 2 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 17 
15 2 1 3 3 4 3 4 5 4 5 4 5 5 5 7 54 
16 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 15 
17 2 1 1 3 1 2 1 3 4 2 4 2 6 2 1 31 
18 1 1 3 1 2 1 1 5 5 1 3 1 2 2 1 25 
19 1 1 3 1 1 1 4 7 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 27 
20 1 1 3 1 1 1 4 4 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 
21 2 1 3 1 1 1 4 7 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 
22 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 15 
23 1 1 2 1 1 1 4 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 18 
24 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 5 1 7 2 1 6 6 1 37 
25 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 18 
26 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 7 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 
27 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 18 
28 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13 
29 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
30 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
31 2 2 0 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14 
32 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
33 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 14 
34 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
35 2 2 0 3 4 3 3 4 2 2 1 2 2 3 4 33 
36 1 2 0 4 4 7 4 4 4 7 1 7 7 7 7 63 
37 1 2 0 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 15 
38 1 2 0 2 2 2 1 5 7 2 2 1 2 2 2 30 
39 1 2 0 1 1 1 7 1 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 
40 2 2 0 4 2 3 4 1 4 1 1 1 2 4 4 31 
41 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 7 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 24 
42 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
43 2 2 0 1 1 1 4 4 4 4 1 1 1 4 1 27 
44 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 1 1 1 7 1 24 
45 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
46 2 2 0 4 2 1 1 4 6 1 2 3 1 4 5 34 
47 1 2 0 4 3 7 2 7 1 1 3 1 4 1 1 35 
Effect of Age and Sexual Abuse 
171 
48 1 2 0 3 2 5 5 2 4 5 4 5 5 7 7 54 
49 2 2 0 3 1 2 3 7 1 1 2 1 4 4 4 33 
50 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
51 2 2 0 1 1 1 3 4 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 19 
52 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 4 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 21 
53 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
Lower scores suggest a more favorable concept of God. 
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Appendix J 
Vita 
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EDUCATION 
LAURA ANNE ROBERTS, M.A. 
8800 SE Sunnyside Road, Suite 119 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
(503) 659-5515 
9/90-Present GEORGE FOX COLLEGE 
(Newberg, Oregon) 
173 
Transfer of Graduate School of Clinical Psychology from 
Western Seminary. Doctoral candidate expecting the 
Psy.D in March, 1993. 
9/86-8/90 WESTERN CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST SEMINARY 
(Portland, Oregon) 
M.A. Degree in Clinical Psychology conferred with 
Highest Honors in May, 1988. 
9/83-1/86 CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,SACRAMENTO 
(Sacramento, California) 
B.A. Degree conferred with Honors, Psychology major. 
2/81-6/83 AMERICAN RIVER COLLEGE 
(Sacramento, California) 
Early Childhood Education major. 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Attendance at the following classes and seminars: 
"Sexuality in Children" William Friedrich (October, 
1992) 
"Eleventh Annual Northwest conference on Child Sexual 
Abuse" Portland State University Community Psychology 
Group Featuring Yvonne Dolan (April, 1992) 
"Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessinig" 
Francine Shapiro (March, 1991) 
"Developmental Psychopathology" Greg Clarke and Doran 
French, Lewis and Clark College (Ten week course, March 
- June, 1990) 
"Assessment of Sexual Trauma" Jan Hindman (February, 
1990) 
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"Children Who Molest Other Children" Toni Cavanagh 
Johnson (December, 1989) 
174 
"Group Work with Sexually Abused Adolescents and Women" 
Lutheran Family Services (September, 1989) 
"Cognitive, Behavioral and Systems Family Therapies" 
Raymond Di Giuseppe (July, 1989) 
"Contemporary Issues in the Treatment of Child Sex 
Abuse" Richard Gardner (June, 1989) 
"Group Treatment for Children of Divorce" Lutheran 
Family Services (March, 1989) 
"The Use of R.E.T. with Children and Adolescents" 
Michael Bernard (October, 1988) 
"Adult survivors of Incest" Portland State University 
Community Psychology Group Featuring John Briere 
(April, 1988) 
"Framework for Therapy: The Impact of Sexual Abuse on 
the Lives of Adults" Lutheran Family Services 
(February, 1988) 
"Cognitive Behavioral Approaches with Adults, 
Adolescents and Children" Donald Meichenbaum (December, 
1987) 
"Child Sexual Abuse: Evaluation and Treatment" Meg 
Eastman (December, 1987) 
"Back in Control" Gregory Bodenhamer (October, 1987) 
"Cognitive Therapy" Aaron Beck (May, 1987) 
EMPLOYMENT 
8/90-8/92 PORTLAND ADVENTIST MEDICAL CENTER 
(Portland, Oregon) 
Psychological Intern 
Part-time (twenty hours per week) psychological intern 
position. Rotations include voluntary and involuntary 
adult and adolescent psychiatric units as well as an 
eating disorders unit. Training and responsibilit i es 
include psychosocial evaluations, psychological and 
neurological assessment and inpatient individual and 
group therapy. Presenting issues include 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, psychoses, d ,epression 
dissociative and personality disorders. Supervisor: 
Eric Mueller, Ph.D. 
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2/89-Present CLACKAMAS FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICE 
(Clackamas, Oregon) 
Counseling Therapist 
175 
Independent contractor position at a group private 
practice outpatient setting serving children, 
adolescents, adults and families. Clinical presenting 
issues include depression, anxiety, codependency, 
eating disorders, dysfunctional family of origin, ACOA, 
post-traumatic stress disorders and sexual abuse 
issues. Co-facilitated long-term ACOA and codependency 
groups as well as play therapy groups for children from 
high-stress families. Case load consists of 
approximately 15-20 clients. Supervisors: Daryl Quick, 
Ph.D. and Susan Preston, Ph.D. 
6/88-4/89 COUNSELING CENTER OF VANCOUVER 
(Vancouver, Washington) 
Counseling Therapist 
Paid practicum position (independent contractor) at a 
nonprofit, community-based counseling center serving a 
wide variety of ages, economic backgrounds and problem 
situations. Responsible for the provision of services 
to children, adolescents, couples and adults. These 
services include intellectual and psychological 
evaluations as well as therapy for the presenting 
issues of depression, child abuse, anger management, 
acting-out behavior, marital dysfunction and 
AMAC/ACOA/family of origin issues. Supervisor: Dennis 
Olsen, Ph.D. 
9/87-4/88 INTENSIVE FAMILY SERVICES 
(Portland, Oregon) 
student Family Therapist 
Practicum site involved with the provision of short-
term therapy for those referred by Children's Services 
Division, Multnomah County. Opportunities received 
include individual therapy with children, adolescents 
and adults, marital therapy and family therapy with 
both immediate and extended members. Presenting 
problems include child abuse, delinquent behavior, 
marital dysfunction, substance abuse and AMAC/ACOA 
issues. Experience was obtained in co-therapy, 
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networking and psychological evaluation. Supervisor: 
Sarah Movius, R.C.S.W. 
WESTERN CONSERVATIVE BAPTIS~r SEMINARY 
(Portland, Oregon) 
5/90-8/90 
Graduate Fellow in Clinical Psychology 
Assisted Dr. Wayne Colwell in a Basic Counseling 
(Prepracticum) course. Responsibilities include the 
development and presentation of lectures regarding 
listening skills, stages of therapy and the therapeutic 
process from a problem-solving theoretical pE~rspective, 
the provision of weekly supervision for counseling 
dyads and the leading of a short-term personal growth 
group. 
2/88-5/88 
Graduate Assistant in Clinical Psychology 
Assisted Dr. Gale Roid in the development of exams for 
a Learning Theories course. Was involved also in the 
field testing of an aptitude test with adolescent 
subjects. 
9/84-6/85 CHRIST COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL 
(Carmichael, California) 
Teacher's Assistant 
Responsibilities include designing and presenting 
lessons to groups of four and five-year-old students, 
supervising children in play and learning activities, 
and assessing student's educational, emotional and 
physical strengths and weaknesses. Duties also include 
individual and small group tutoring. 
12/80-12/82 ARCADE BAPTIST CHURCH 
(Sacramento, California) 
Children's Intern/Assistant to Children's Ministry 
Pastor 
Responsibilities include the assisting of the 
administration and supervision of most progratms for 
children between the ages of three years and sixth 
grade in a church of approximately 2,000 members. 
Highlights of this position include the recruitment and 
training of adult volunteers in subjects conc:erning 
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teaching skills and student discipline; acting as the 
department head of the Sunday School for three-year 
olds; evaluating teaching staff and assisting in 
discipline problems throughout the departments; plus 
the designing and implementing of new programs. 
Opportunities for parent interaction and public 
speaking were also received. 
PROFESSIQHAL ACTIVITIES 
student Member of the American Psychological 
Association 
Member of the Christian Association of Psychological 
studies . 
Psychological Student Representative to psychology 
faculty at Western Seminary (1986-1987) 
REFERENCES 
References available upon request. 
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